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- A REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE. 
{In a letter tothe Rev. Mr. Newton.] 


My pear and Rey. Sir, 


I AM deep in your debt for a train of favours, for which I 
have often thanked you, and ftill a grateful remembrance is re- 
tained. I cannot give a greater ‘proof of my confidence, than by 
committing to your truft a brief detailof my late extraordinary case 
and cure. This I promifed to do ina former letter, faying, that 
my main intention was by it to capacitate you ftill more for {peak- 
ing pertinently to the cafe of diftrefled, difturbed minds, as ‘they 
came in your way ; my motive is not altered. { 

Iam not very anxious whether friends may ju€ge me a believer 
or not, previous to my furnace ftate: But I have no freedom my- 
felf in calling it in queftion. If not a believer, I was greatly 
miftaken indeed ; furely I ate bread of which the world are igno- 
rant; at leaft I think fo. I was awakened by the teltimony of Je- 
fus ; after a term of terror, was comforted by the doétrine of a 
Saviour. Perhaps I attained to the ftature of A in Omicron; I 
am certain I thought fo. P 

My knowledge of downright believing was exceedingly fcanty ; 
my hopes were too eafily raifed or funk in proportion to the fine- 
nefs or agreeablenefs of my inward feelings on the one hand, and 
their dullnefs or difagreeablenefs on the other. I was not fully 
inftruéted in the unchangeablenefs of the divine veracity and love. 
{ mean no reflection againft my teachers, but only againft my own 
perception of the truths revealed and taught. I read the Bible ; 
but my mind was not fufficiently opened, fmply to receive what 
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it taught me, without intermixing fancied trafh of my own. I 
knew fome of my contemporary brethren were in the fame pre- 
dicament if language has an affixed meaning. ‘They fpoke like 
me, fo 1 fuppofe they felt like me. But, waving this, the 
length | afterwards went, in fecret departures from the God 
of Abraham, was great! As a fingular monument of the fuper- 
abounding riches of faving, fovereign, redeeming mercy, I fay 
what follows : 

My falling away was gradual, like the declenfion from_noon to 
night. I think the decay of comfort in fecret prayer was the firft 
bad fymptom which made its appearance. This ruffled me for a 
while, but it foon became familiar as a companion, and cauted 
little uneafinéfs. I had ‘pleafure in attending the adminiftration 
of the word for a long time after this took place; and when #/is, 
in a great degree, abated, my profeffion dwindled into formality. 
All along I had a regard for the true godly, affociated with none 
elfe; thefe were the men of my councils. For a confiderable 
time I had little heart for attending private focieties of Chriftians, 
and was pleafed when apparently good excufe prefented for non- 
attendance, though, upon the whole, I was one of the moft reg- 
ular attendants on the meetings of which I was a member. I am 
relating facts, fo muft not accufe myfelf except where guilty. At 
this time I knew I was doing wrong, and lazily wifhed I hada 
heart to do better, but had no refolution to profecute my defire. 

In my worft fituation I had a keen defire to be ufeful to others ; 
and I cannot fay it was wholly from felfith motives. I had often 
an opportunity of vifiting the fick and the dying, but feldom pof- 
fefled a proper fpirit or frame for talking to them in a way confo- 
nant to their cafe. Though the poor creatures might feem on 
the frontiers of eternity, no fympathifing emotion would arife ; 
dumbneis would feize me ; I could not {peak ; I could not pray. I 
loft much of my reverence for the Sabbath ; found the command- 
ment to fanétify it had no internal reftraint upon-my mind. I 
began to ufe freedoms with it; to talk about news, or fome oc- 
currence which my judgment told me was unfuitable converfa- 
tion for fuch an oceafion. This did me great injury; defacing 
all that the word had effected, and throwing me open to a thou- 
fand temptations through the week. 

1 always had a value for real religion, judging thofe alone hap- 
py who pofleffed it, and would have given a world to be like- 
minded with them; but the influences of the Spirit are not to be 

For a long time I only confidered myfelf a Chriftian under 
backfliding ;, indeed, I had partial recoveries. But I had a fecret 
fin which eafily befet me, and, in procefs of time, I became its 
humble fervant. - I often oppofed it, but oftener complied with 
it; 1 pleaded in favour of it at the bar of my mind, endeavour- 
ing to filence every. witnefs which appeared again{t it. Something 
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would fay, will you commit this fin and rifk heaven? another 
thought would ftart up, and fay, do it, pray do it, you know you 
can repent of it at a future period ; it is as eafy to repent of many 
as of one fin; do comply ; fo I complied! On this, Satan would 
fuggeft, now you have eaten the forbidden fruit like Adam ; you 
are 2 loft man; you have gone too far for repentance to have any 
weight. ‘This affair would create a buftle for a while; but it 
was foon over. However, the remembrance of it in retirement 
was never effaced, but often filled me with uneafinefs and anxious 
concern ; but was long in reaching the confcience. 

I often omitted prayer when from home without much uneafi- 
nefs, and was always confcious J was unprepared for dying, and 
bécame afraid at the thoughts-of death ; but fome glimmering - 
hope continued for years. I thought I faw hypocrify written 
upon all my aétions, but had fome hope I was not a hypocrite, 
and often defired /e/f not to interfere with my actions ; but he al- 
ways had a large fhare inthem. I often groaned after perform- 
ing a generous action. My natural temper led me to be fervice- 
able to every body, and I was univerfally efteemed, and fpoken 
well of, but was feldom commended without a gloom overfpread- 
ing my mind. 1 fometimes pitied man, who could be eafily im- 
pofed on, who could only judge from the external appearance. 
Though my relifh for fpiritual converfe was often fo flat as to in- 
capacitate me for promoting it, yet I moftly defired that it fhould 
be the chief topic of difcourfe among the Lord’s people, and had 
moft fatisfation when it was. I was often tempted to lay a little 
ftrefs upon my having a name to live, but was confcious that I 
was dead; and this ftung me to the heart. Reflection upon my 
conduct through no day was pleafant. When I turned my eye 
to the offers of the gofpel, my mind was always dark and full of 
embarrafiment. I confefied them all truths, but none of them 
pointed at me; confequently the moft explicit gofpel-offer yielded 
me only a perhaps. 

I think it vas about the beginning of 1794 my confcience be- 
gan to harafs me. This, for a confiderable fpace, happened only 
about bed-time, or when | awoke during the night ; but ordinarily 
this pafled unnoticed in the day-time, and then I was cheerful, 
fecretly hoping things would turn out, by and by, better than my 
fears. Oh! deceitful and defperately wicked heart ! 

At this period I was continually harafled by invitations to fup- 
pers. Atthefe I generally remained too long; the company be- 
ing always agreeable. ~ May the Lord ever deliver me from fup- 
ping in ftrange houfes ! ion had almoft ruined my foul. Family 
duty neglected at home; a bad example fet to others ; fecret duty 
hurried over, and the mind totally diflipated ! 

Upon a certain occafion I attended a company for three or four 
nights to alatehour. Several ferious young people made part of 
the company: This ftared me in the face as a molt deftructive 
example 
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example to them; and this conduct was the firft thing, fo far as 
1 recolle&, that mightily roufed. my confcience ; then all my guilt 
rufhed into my mind like a mighty torrent, fo that I thought 
I thould have perifhed in my affliction! By night 1 could not fleep 
for the horrible anguifh which gnawed upon my guilty foul; the 
horrors of hell took hold of me, and I knew not what to do; my 
day of grace was gone; my damnation juft and fure. I was fill- 
ed with a fearful looking-for of judgment, and fiery indignation 
to confume me as God’s adverfary. I looked into the Bible; but 
always itinging texts looked me in the face. _I often tried to find 
comfort from that precious word, La.i. 18. ‘* Though your fins 
be as scarlet, &c.” but I could not reafon myfelf into the recep- 
tion of it. That word, “ My Spirit fhall not always ftrive with 
you,” pierced me to the quick; and that other, “ What a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” The flames of hell 
feemed beginning to take hold of me! I fhrunk! I moaned! I 
cried! For all this my heart was hard as the nether millftone. 
A fight of the horrors into which fin hath plunged us, may terrify, 
but can never melt the finner’s heart. Indeed, indeed I was 
brought very low, as much fo as Satan could well bring a guilty 
foul on this fide death. Glad would I have been to be metamor- 
phofed, not like Nebuchadnezzar almolt, but altogether into a 
beaft, that I might avoid the awful, but righteous, indignation of 
Jehovah. Day and night was I tortured. Nor had I freedom to 
reveal my cafe to any man: Often was I on the eve of doing it ; 
but the Lord had determined that flefh and blood were not to be 
the means of my relief. During many fermons that I heard, I 
fat as a condemned criminal, believing that others were fed while 
I was hungry; no food for me. Some people defire to have 
what is called a law work; but had they an hour of what I have 
faintly defcribed above, they would wifh they had never been 
born. 

The arrows of the Almighty ftuck fafter and deeper, as days 
and hours moved on. The comfortable teftimonies of Jefus flew 
all paft me, or rather were all rejected by me. Judas, Julian, and 
fuch rejecters of the gofpel, were viewed as the men who were to be 
my eternal affociates ; often wifhing I had never known the gof- 
pel; envying the fituation of the moft abandoned debauchee, who 
remained unawakened, untormented before the time: And 
though I am now relieved, I feel horror in committing it to paper. 
But I have this reafon among others for doing it, that it may 
prove a mean to humble and ftir me up inva day of pride or un- 
watchfulnefs, and that I may never forget gratitude to my great 
Deliverer, who fnatched me from the gaping mouth of fuch an 
horrible pit. My dear Saviour, let me never forget this hour and 
power of darknefs! and never think of mine, without wondering 
atthine! Mine was but a drop; thine an ocean! Mine I deferv- 
ed; thine was for me! i 
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It is a moft mournful proof of the dead hardnefs of the impen- 
itent heart of man, when he can {mile while deliverance from 
wrath remains an uncertainty. It isno lefs wondertul to think 
that the redeemed of the Lord are not always filled with raptur- 
ous triumph while on earth. O the patience, the kindnefs, the love, 
and the forbearance of the Almighty! What plagues hath fin 
introduced into the world! What glorious grace hath God man- 
ifefted ! I have to praife the Lord this day, that life and reafon 
were both preferved. 

I juft now recolle& that, in the midft of my anguifh of foul, I 
thought I fhould be under the neceflity of applying to {pirituous li- 
quors for relief from my tormented mind : But this I was preferved 
from putting in execution, excepting one time about midnight, 
being fo tormented that I feared my bowels would rend me with 
the burning and boiling of the fired confcience. I rote, and took 
one glafs of {pirits; but, ah! this was but a poorrelief. It had 
no effect, but rather fharpened my anguifh. I then lighted a can- 
dle, and pored, with extreme horror, upon Pialm Ixxxviii. from 
ver. 14. I perceived my cafe worded there ; but my hour being 
not yet come, it afforded no alleviation. ‘This to me was indeed 
the hour and power of darknefs. All the invention of Popifh tor- 
mentors could not have caufed fuch agony as then I felt. LI 
thought I fhould be looked for in-heaven by many of my friends, 
and not be found; this thought alfo ftung me to the quick. 
I believed God would make me the butt of his vengeance. When 
I felt the fmalleft impediment in a fingle breath, 1 trembled, as if 
a harbinger of death had appeared. The fidelity of Gud in the 
execution of his threatening was a tremendous truth. ‘This mo- 
ment my flefh fhrinks, on identifying to my mind my then amaz- 
ing horror. 

I had as ftrong impreffions of the felicity of heaven in the 
midft of this diftrefs asever I had: This deepened and enlarged 
my wound. I beheld the glories of heaven as Dives may be fup- 
pofed to have viewed the happinefs of Lazarus from the centre of 
hell. 

The ftate of infants, and fuch as had not lived long enough to 
reje& the gofpel, appeared happinefs: There was a poflibility 
of their being recovered and pardoned, but all this was over with 
me. 

I thought that I believed the Bible a true revelation from God, 
but I foberly believed it the higheft prefumption for me to receive 
any comfort from the truths recorded in it; becaufe, having tafted 
of the powers of the world to come, and afterwards fed upon fin 
in a way as if preferrigg it to the chief good, I called this atro- 
cious, and fo it was. Sut, ah! that I thould have admitted the 


thought, that it overtopt the merit of the Mediator’s righteouf- 
nefs; but I was led captive by, and bound under the fin of un- 
belief. 


I believed 
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I believed Chrift was once very friendly to me in months pap, 
but this friendfhip I.had difregarded and neglected ; that now he 
would make me an example of his vengeance, and vindicate his 
injured goodnefs, by making me, in the judgment-day, a fpectacle 
of horror, fhame, and difmay. To exprefs the inward gnawing 
anguifh which uniformly fucceeded thefe difmal apprehenfions, is 
beyond the power of a human pen. I rejoice I now relate it asa 
paft event. 

Fierce as my chaftifement was, it was fhort and flight, com- 
pared with what I juftly merited. Three months was about the 
length of its /barpef continuance, and even during that period [ 
had often intervals of quiet through the day ; but, in general, -I 
trembled when darkneis overfpread the heavens: The return of 
the evening, fweet to the hufbandman, was like the fhock of 
an earthquake to me. A perfon who never waded thefe deep 
waters, can have no more conception of them, than of the glory of . 
the third heavens. No wonder that the multitude of the heavenly 
hofts made the air refound with their fongs at the incarnation of 
the great Detiverer of finners from all this wrath. They felt 
for man! But the natural man pities not himfelf; faints are 
mourning for him, when he is laughing at them. May I ever 
recoil at the thought of. offending fuch a God, fuch a Saviour! 
May I ever poffefs a deep fenfe of the magnitude of divine mercv! 

To be continued. ' 








Religious Communications, 


ON REDEMPTION AND JUSTIFICATION. 


Rev. AND Respectepd Sir, » Dec. 27, 1765. 


INDULGE me a little familiarity,.fince my efteem for you 
is great, and my confidence in you equally fo. 

I fear 1 have long been ftumbling at that which was to the Jews 
a ftumbling block, and to the Greeks foolifhnefs. What is the 
ground of our acceptance with God? is the queftion which now 
lies uppermoft in my mind. And at the time I ought to teach 
others, I have need that one fhould teach me what be the firft 
principles of the gofpel of Chrift. I could once have readily an- 
fwered this queftion, by faying, The -righteou/nefs of Chrift. But. 
now another immediately occurs, Do we becume interefted in the 
redemption and righteoufnefs of Chrift by the electing love of God, 
or by any motions of ourown? If by the electing love of God we 
are chofen to be heirs, and brought into a covenant relation 
with him, where is the fignificancy of all the exhortations to fin- 
ners to perform a certain act, in order to their acceptance with 


God? 
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God ? And if in any meafure by our own doings, why have we not 
» caufe to glory, and that before God? Sir, Ido but propofe thefe 
‘things, and humbly defire an anfwer for my own initruction. 

i I am, &c. T. C——n. 
To the Rev. Mr. S. Hopkins. 





The foregoing Letter was the occafion of the flating the following Quef- 
tions, and of the Anfwers to them. 

Queftion I. DO men become interefted in the redemption and 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, by the electing love of God, without any 
condition on their part; or by fome motions and exercifes of their 
own as a condition? 

Anfwer. In order to give a clear anfwer to this queftion, and 
remove fome difficulties, and, I think, confufion, which have been 
in the minds of many, ref{pecting it, we mutt diftinguifh between 
what is called the covenant of redemption; or the covenant in which 
God the Father is one party covenanting, and the Mediator the 
other, contidered as a public head and reprefentative, and acting 
for both himfelf, and the ele&t; or his whole elf, which is all the 
eleét, both head and members: 1 fay, we muft diltinguilh between 
this, and the covenant which is entered into, and fubfilts between 
the Mediator, the head and hufband of the: church; and the 
church, or the elect, his body, his members ; -which is the ground 
of their actual union with him: ‘This is called the covenant of 
grace. 

The covenant of redemption contains the promifes made by the 
Father, to the Mediator, and the elect in him, confidered as his 
members, of whom he isthe head. Thefe promifes contain all 
the good, every bleffing that Chrift, and his feed fhall ever receive, 
or which they can want or defire: And the only condition of 
thefe promifes, or of this covenant, on the part of the Mediator 
and his future feed, is what the Mediator himlelf engaged to do 
and fuffer: or, in one word, it is the righteoufnefs of Chrift the 
Mediator. 

The covenant of grace, or the covenant between Chrift and 
his people, contains promifes, on his part, of communion with 
him in all the good promifed in the covenant of redemption ; or 
of all he has to beftow. The condition of thefe promifes is, a 
hearty approbation and acceptance of him as our Mediator and 
Redeemer ; or a cordial choice of him, as our fpiritual head and 
hufband: By which we become his fpoufe, his members and 
{piritual feed. : 

Chrift having performed the condition of the covenant, made 
with him as a public head and furety ; and fo having a right to 
all the good things promifed in that covenant, both to him as 
head, and to all who are or fhall be in him, or united and mar- 
ried to him as their head and hufband; he comes to men, and 
effers himfelf to them, as one who has obtained thefe promiles, 
and 
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and is ready to become their Redeemer, and beftow all he has on 
them, as.his children or fpoufe, on condition that they will hearti- 
ly choofe and accept of him as their Redeemer; and fo actually 
unite themfelves to him as their fpiritual head and hufband. 

Thefe two covenants are diftinct and different one from the other. 
The parties covenanting are not the fame. In one, God the Father, 
and Chrift as Mediator and furety, and aéting as the head of all 
his tuture members, are the only parties. 

In the other, Chrift the Mediator, as having completely fulfilled 
the condition of the covenant with the Father; and all thofe who 
are willing to choofe and truft in him as their Saviour, and for 
the bleflings he has to give; are the two parties in the covenant. 
The conditions are not the fame. The condition of the firft is per- 
formed wholly by the Mediator ; and is that in which his 
merit and righteoufnefs confift. The condition of the laft is an 
active union of heart to the Mediator, which muft be effected by 
the voluntary exercife of finners in believing on him, in order to 
their being actually interefted in the bleflings of redemption. 

This matter may perhaps be further illuftrated by the follow- 
ing fimilitude. 

A father points out to his fon a particular perfon for his f{poufe ; 
and promifes him, that if he will do all that is neceflary in order 
to his marrying to her, and taking her into his family, confiftent 
with the honour and happinefs of the family, he will make him, and 
his propofed and intended fpoufe with him, heirs of all his eftate: 
And makes many promifes of what he will do for her, when fhe thall 
become his wife. On the other hand, the fon engages and under- 
takes to do all that the father propofes to be done by him. This 
becomes a covenant between the father and the fon, as head and 
hufband of the intended fpoufe. And all the promifes of good 
things to her, are to her, only as married to the fon. The fon 
punctually performs the condition; and fo is entitled to all the 
good things promifed to himfelf and his intended fpoufe, when 
fhe fhall be married to him. He then applies to the woman, and 
tells her what he has done, and what promifes are made to them 
jointly, when they fhall be united in marriage. He offers himfelf 
to her, and invites her to come into this marriage relation by an 
afual, explicit confent of her own, to be his wife. She confents, 
and gives herfelf to him in marriage, and fo fhares with him in all 
he has got for himfelf and her. 

In this inftance, there are two covenants. One between the 
father and the fon, with relation to his intended fpoufe. The 
other, between the fon and the woman, by which fhe becomes 
actually interefted in him, and fo in all he has. 

Here, in the father’s choofing, and pointing her out as the in- 
tended fpoufe of his fon; and in making promifes to him, and in 
him to her, confidered as his future fpoufe, and fo, as part of him, 
all thefe good things may be faid to be laid up for her, in his fon, 

In 
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in and by this covenant. Yet fhe has no actual title to them nor 
intereft in them, until fhe enters into the marriage covenant with 
the fon, and is actually united to him as his fpoufe. This may be 
eafily applied to the cafe before us. 

COROLLARY I. 3 

This view of the point before us may ferve to give‘us the mean- 
ing of thofe pailages of fcripture, which fpeak of the grace and 
eternal life af which the redeemed partake, as promifed, or given 
to them in Chrift, before the world began. 2 Tim.i.g. Tit. i. 2. 
This was promifed and given in the covenant of redemption to 
Chrift, as head, and in Aim, to all his future members: ‘To which 
promifes and gift they are entitled, by uniting themfelves to him, 
and {fo becoming his members, by which believers enter into a 
particular covenant with Chrift, which is called the covenant of. 
grace. 

COROLLARY II. 

Though the promifes of the covenant of redemption are not 
fufpended on any condition, to be performed by the eleét, confid- 
ered as by themfelves; but the condition of thefe promifes has 
been performed by the Mediator, and made certain to him and to 
his members; yet, as none can be his members but by actually 
confenting to take him for their head and hufband, there is reafon 
and propriety in exhorting men thus to give their confent; and in 
ufing means with them in order tg’ bring them to this. ‘The treaty 
carried on with men by inftruéting, exhorting and commanding, 
&c. in the ufe of means, relates to another covenant, which is to 
take place between Chrift and the finner, the condition of which 
he muft perform by a cordial compliance with it, as one who acts 
for himfelf, and as a party in this covenant. 


From the foregoing, I hope it is made evident that the queftion 
propofed is to be anfwered in the following manner, viz. 

The finner becomes interefted in the redemption and righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift, not by the electing love of God, but by thofe mo- 
tions and exercifes by which he cleaves to Chrilt, and trults in 
him as his head and furety, for righteoufnefs and redemption. 
Thefe motions and exercifes of heart, which are included in faving 
faith, are the proper ground and reafon why one {inner is received 
_ to favour, and an actual intereft in all the benefits of redemption, 
rather than another ; as much fo, as the woman’s actually marry- 
ing the fon, is the condition, ground or reafon why fhe has a 
right in, and enjoys his eftate, and all thofe good things he has 
procured and provided for her, rather than another. 


Queftion I7. \f finners are interefted in the righteoufnefs and re- 
demption of Chrift by any exercifes and doings of, their own, as 
the condition-of fuch intereft, why have they not whereof to glory ? 
And how is this confiftent with free jultification, by mere grace? 
Vol. V. Nog 11. Dod Anfwer. 
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Anfwer. f the motions and exercifes, which are the condition of 
the finner’s intereft in redemption, are, contidered as his exercifes, 
really of no worth, fo as in the leaft degree, in this view, to recom- 
mend him to the favour he receives, or to render him a whit more 
worthy, or lefs unworthy of it; and if thefe motiens and exercifes 
imply and confilt in a fenfe and hearty acknowledgment of this ; 
then their being the condition of his admiffion to favour, anda 
title to life, isno ground of boafting, but the contrayy; as the 
condition itfelf .conftts in a difpofition and exercifes direély con- 
trary to boafting, and which do expretsly renounce it: And this 
is confiltent with tue mott free juftification by mere grace. But 
this is true of thofe motions and exercirfes which are the condition 
of the covenant of grace: Theretore, 

The cafe of the finner is fuch, he is fo infinitely guilty, odious 
and ill-deferving in God’s fight, that it is impoflible any thing of 
his own, whatever exercifes he has, fhould in the leaft recommend 
him, or abate his guilt and ill-defert; or be confidered as having 
a moral worth that can in the leaft degree abate or countervail his 
unworthinefs and ill-defert. This is evident two ways : 

Firft, from reafon. _If fin be an infinite crime, fo renders the 
finner infinitely odious and ill-deferving, (which can be eafily dem- 
onftrated, and I fhall now take it for granted) then no fuppof- 
able degree of virtue of the finner, either before or after he fas 
finned, can do any thing more towards abating his guilt and ill- 
defert, than that which is finite can do towards counterbalancing 
that which is infinite: avhich is juff nothing at all. Secondly, from 
divine revelation. ‘This curfes every one who continues not in 
all things that it requires, and leaves him under this curfe, howev- 
er long continued and eminent holinefs and obedience he may have 
exercifed and performed before, or after fuch a failure. No fuch 
holinefs and obedience therefore can take the curfe off, in the 
leaft degree. Butto be curfed, is to be the objeét of God’s 
hatred and difpleafure, and to be looked upon, and held, deferving 
his eternal wrath. Therefore, according to law, the virtue of the 
finner cannot recommend him in the lealt degree, or do any thing 
towards taking off the curfe of God that is upon him: But he 
remains as guilty and ill-deferving as ever, in himfelt confidered, 
and mult do fo to-all eternity. ‘Therefore, whatever virtuous mo- 
tions and exercifes of the finner are required, and neceflary, as the 
condition of his intereft in redemption, or the Redeemer, they can- 
not be confidered as having any moral gvorth, fufficient to have 
the leaft influence in recommending him to God, pn their own 
account, any more than if he was wholly without Tom ; there- 
fore can be no grouad of glorying. They are fo far from this, 
that thefe motions and exercifes of ‘the finner are in direct oppofi- 
tion toa difpofition to boaft, and are a rejection and abhorrence 
of it, and confift very much in a fenfe and acknowledgment of 
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infinite unworthinefs and ill-defert, and of his need of the worthi- 
nefs and righteoufnefs of another, of Chrilt, anda truft in that, 
and earneft defire to be found in it, to recommend him to favour ; 
io fet the finner at the greatef poffible remove from glorying ; much 
more fo, than if no fuch exercifes were neceflary: For certainly 
the finner’s fenfe and hearty acknowledgment of his infinite 1ll- 
defert, or of his being infinitely far from havifig any moral worth 
in himfelf to recommend him; and*his trufting entirely to free, 
_ fovereign grace, exercifed through a worthy Mediator, for all he 
wants, iets him farther from boa(ting, and magnifies divine grace 
in his view more than any thing elfe could do. — : 

lf.it be afked, For what end thefe motions and exercifes of the 
finner are required in order to an intereft in the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift: If they |» not recommend by their moral worth, why may 
not the finner-be juftified and received to favour without them ; 
what end do they anfwer? 

I anfwer. Though the finner is not juftified out of any refpect 
to any moral worth in himfelf; but is, in this affair, confidered as 
ungodly, that is, as infinitely ill deferving and odious, and without 
all righteoufnefs or worth that can in the leaft degree recommend 
him, as this is the truth of the cafe, whatever virtue he exercifes : 
Yet it is neceflary that the finner fhould be united to the Mediator, 
as a fpiritual head, hufband, and Saviour, in order to its*being fi 
and proper that he fhould be interefted in his righteoufnefs and re- 
demption ; which cannot be in any other way but by the motions 
and exercifes of his heart, in actually approving of Chrift, in his 
character, accepting of the offers Chrift makes, and trufting in him 
for righteoufnefs and redemption ; for in ¢his the union on his part 
confifts. ‘Though the finner be juftified not out of refpect to any 
worthinefs of his own, (for in faét he neither has, nor can poflibly 
have any) but wholly by the merit and righteoufnefs of the Re- 
deemer ; yet it is not f# that he fhould be juftified or received to 
favour out of refpect to the worthinefs of the Mediator, fo long as 
he is, in no fenfe, one with him, or is not united to him as his mcm- 
ber or fpoufe. This is noi fit and fuitable, I fay : Therefore, in 
order to its being fuitable and fit that the finner fhould be intereft- 
ed in Chrift’s righteoufnefs, he muft heartily unite himfelf to Chrift, 
by accepting of him, and trufting in him, as he offers himfelf. And 
though this exercife of the finner, by which he thus unites himfelf to 
Chrilt, be a virtuous or holy exercife, yet it is not out of refpeé to 
the virtuoufnefs of the exercife, or any moral worth in it, to 1ecom- 
mend him, that the finner finds favour: For, as has been fhewn, 
the finner’s virtue is of no moral worth, in this cafe, nor can be 
reckoned to his account, fo as to have any influence in his juftifi- 
cation: Jt being, in this regard, juft as if he had no virtue at all. 
It is the relation to Chrift, into which the finner’s exercifes bring 
him, which avails to his juftification by the Redeemer’s righteout- 
nefs ; and not the virtue and_moral worth of the exércifes by which 
condition 
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he is brought into this relation. The. fitnefs there is in faith, as a 
condition of juftification, or an intereft in the righteoufnefs of 
_Chrift, lies wholly in this, viz. That it unites to the Mediator; and 

not in any moral worth there is in it, however virtuous thofe mo- 

tions and exercifes are, which faith includes. -This therefore may 

be called a natural fitnefs, to diftinguifh it from a moral fitnefs, or a 

fitnefs which confifts in the virtue or moral excellenzy of any ex- 

ercife, which, on that account, is the condition of fome privilege. 

They, doubtlefs, have underftood, and meant to.make this dif- 
tinction, who have faid, that faith does not juftify, as a good work, i. e. 
though it be a virtuous exercife, yet the virtue there is in faith 
does nothing, as fuch, towards recommending the finner to an in- 
tereft in the righteoufnefs of Chrift: but faithjuftifies purely becaufe 
it unites to Chrift, and brings the believer into fuch a relation to 
him, that he is hereby properly interefted in his merit and right- 
eoufnefs. And the fame thing, I fuppofe, has been meant, when 
it has been faid, “* We are jultified sy faith; but not ror faith :” 
though this way of exprefling the matter has been mifunderftood 
by many; and confequently ridiculed. 

What has been obferved under this head, may be farther illuf- 
trated by a more particular attention to the fimilitude introduced 
under the former queftion. 

The woman, whom the fon is to introduce into his father’s fam- 
ily, by taking her into union with himfelf, as his fpoufe, he having 
done all that was neceflary to be done, in order to her being thus 
introduced to all the privileges of the family, confiftent with all 
the honours and interefts of it: This woman, I fay, has, to the 
_ higheft degree, offended the head of the family ; has been long an 
avowed enemy to him; and inall the ways fhe could, has injured 
and caft contempt upon him; has been guilty of murdering a 
number of his children ; of attempting to burn his houfe over his 
head ; of deftroying his goods, &c. And out of enmity to him, 
and this his fon, has fold herfelf as a mean, abjeét flave to his ene- 
mies ; and is, on the whole, of a character mott odious and defpi- 
cable. To der the fon makes fuit; offers himfelf to her, to become 
her friend and hufband, as one who is able to procure her pardon, 
and to introduce her to all the privileges of the family to which he 
belongs ; to-a joint communion with him in all his riches, honours 
and enjoyments : He invites her to accept of this propofal, and give 
herfelf up to him in this relation, as the only condition of her being 
entitled’to all thefe benefits, and fharing fully in them. She hears 
the propofal, and freely confents to it, and hereby obtains all that 
good for which fuch ample provifion had been made. 

Now, can any one think that her hearty confent to this offer, 
and actually marrying the fon, does, in itfelf confidered, any thing 
toward recommending her to the head of .the family, though re- 
quired as a neceflary condition of her pardon, and being received 
to favour; without which it would not have been fit and fuitable 
to 
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to admit her to thefe privileges ? Her thus accepting the propofal, 
and marrying the fon, renders it fit and proper that fhe thould be 
admitted to favour, and treated kindly, for his fake alone; which 
would have been altogether unfit, had fhe rejected the propotal, 
and refufed to marry him. — But this fitne{s does not lie in the virtue 
and excellency of that act ; but in its uniting her to fuch a worthy 
perfonage, who has merit in himfelf, by which alone fhe is 
recommended. 

And if fhe fhould look on this act of hers in accepting of this hon- 
ourable and excellent perfon, and the advantageous and gracious 
propofals he makes to her, as having fufficient worthinefs in itfelf 
to countervail all her evil deeds and ill defert, and recommend her 
to all thefe favours, and as what fhe might reafonably glory in, 
or boaft of ; this would be not only unreafonable, but really in- 
confiftent with a hearty compliance with the offer. Therefore fuch 
a fuppofition is inconfiftent with itfelf, and abfolutely impoflible. 
Yea, fuch a thought would be, itfelf, the greatett affront, and high- 
ly difpleafing, both to the head of the family, and to the fon: and 
would be fo inconfiftent with the exercife of any virtue, that it 
would really be a difpofition to juftify herfelf in all her folly and 
guilt, and defpife the father and the fon, and all the kind offers 
made to her. 

The more mean, unworthy, guilty, ill-deferving, miferable and 
needy this woman is, and the more honourable, excellent, con- 
defcending and kind her fuitor is, the lefs worthinefs there is in her 
compliance with the propofal, and fo much farther is it from be- 
ing of any avail to recommend her. In this initance, therefore, it 
is eafy to fee that it can have no influence at all to this purpofe ; 
and her acceptance of the offer is, at leaft, an implicit acknow}- 
edgment of it. 

This is but a faint reprefentation of the cafe before us ; for there 
is, in truth, an infinite difference. In the fimilitude we have been 
confidering, the unworthinefs and ill defert of the woman, though 
great, is but finite ; therefore her repentance and virtue, in giving 
herfelf up to the fon, as his bride, bears fome proportion to her op- 
pofite unworthinefs and guilt, however inconfideradle it be, in com- 
parifon with thefe. But dere the odioufnels, unworthinefs and ill- 
defert of the finner is truly infinite; fo that the greateft degree of 
virtue of a mere creature, which mult be fnite, bears no pro- 
portion to it; fo does juft nothing at all towards counterbalanc- 
ing it: and therefore does nothing towards recommending him ; 
but he remains as unworthy, and jultly as much the object ot God’s 
difpleafure and wrath, in himfelf confidered, as if he had no virtue 
atall. And pt oc his pardon and deliverance from wrath, 
and finding acceptance and favour with God, is not, in the leaft 
degree, out of refpect to this, or becaufe it is well pleafing to God ; 
but purely becaufe by this he unites himfelf to the Mediator, who 
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is worthy ; and comes into that relation to him, that God may be 
juft, may act a fit and becoming part, while he pardons and re- 
ceives him to favour, out of refpect to the merit and righteoufnefs 
of Chritt. 

Thefe things being duly confidered, I think it will appear that 
though finners be interefted in the righteoufnefs of Chrilt by the 
virtuous motions and exercifes of their hearts, as the condition of 
it; yet this leaves no room for boaiting, and is in no degree incon- ° 
fiftent with their juftification by free grace ; yea, that this is the 
only way in which boalting is moft effectually excluded and the 
pride of man abafed to the greateft poflible degree ; and free 
grace exercifed and made to appear in the brighteft and moft glo- 
rious light. For if thefe exercifes, be they as virtuous and ho- 
ly.as they may, are of no moral worth to fecommend the finner 
in the fight of God, and cannot be acceptable to him, in the leaf 
degree, confidered as his exercifes, and on his own account ; and 
notwithftanding thefe, he is juft as unworthy and ill-deferving a: 
ever he was; then he certainly has nothing whereof to boaft, 
unlefs it be his unworthinefs and ill-deiert ; and he has.as much 
need of free grace, as he could have on any fuppofition whatever. 
There is this difference indeed, that if the finner were juftified 
without any virtuous exercifes, and antecedent to all fuch, he 
would not be truly fenfible of his being without all moral worth, 
and that he is infinitely ill-deferving ; or, in other words, would 
not be effectually humbled, but would be of a difpofition to be 
proud and to boaft, fo would be in no degree feafible of the free, 
wonderful grace, exercifed in his pardon and juftification ; for it is 
in the exercife of true virtue only that the finner has any true and 
proper fenfe of this. In this view it appears, neceflary that the 
{inner fhould come to virtuous exercifes, in order to exclude 
boafting, as it can be effectually excluded no other way. For 
how much foever the way of falvation by a Mediator is calculated 
to exclude boafting and humble the finner; yet this will not ac- 
tually take effe& until the finner is brought to the exercife of vir- 
tue or holinefs, fince it is in the exercife of-this alone, that the 
finner difcerns what is the truth of the cafe, and feels accordingly, 
fo is fet at the greateft diftance from boafting, and lies low in a 
fenfe and hearty acknowledgment of his own infinite vilenefs and 
ill-defert, and fo feels his true need of infinitely free and fovereign 
grace, and trufts in that alone. ‘To fuppofe, therefore, that in or- 
der to exclude boafting, all virtuous motions and exercifes of 
heart muft be excluded, is jult as abfurd as to fuppofe that the 
only thing which does effe€tually exclude it, is inconfiftent with 
its being excluded; or that, in order toa finner’s being ef- 
fe&tually humbled, he muft not have the leaft degree of humility ; 
or rather, that true humility, in a fenfe of infinite vilenefs, guilt, 
and ill-defert, blinds him to God’s free grace, and tends to make 
the finner a proud boaiter. —- This 
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This leads me to obferve, that they who would exclude all vir- 
tuous motions and exercifes of. the heart, antecedent to pardon 
and fultification, and as the condition of an intereft in the right- 
eoufnefs of Chrift, under the notion of excluding boafting, and 
magnifying free grace, muft, for the fame seafon, if they will be 
conliftent, exclude all virtue or holinefs from the redeemed for- 
ever. All they fay, and their whole fcheme with refpeé to this 
point, is built on the following maxim, or fuppofition, viz. What- 
ever perfon, or finner, is, in any degree, truly virtuous, he hath whereof 
to glory’; and is not wholly indebted to free grace for pardon and falva- 
tion. Now, if this be true, then whatever finner has any right ex- 
ercifes of heart, and becomes truly holy, in any degree, whether 
it be before jultification, or after, he hath whereof to glory, hath 
in himfelf fuch moral worth and true merit as recommends him 
to favour. in the fight of God, and fo is lefs beholden to free grace 
than if he had remained without any true holinefs. Many of 
thofe, if not all, who efpoufe the foregoing maxim, and on this 
fuppofition zealoufly oppofe the doctrine of the neceflity of the fin- 
ner’s coming to fome degree of a virtuous difpofition and exercifes, 
antecedent to juftification, and in order to it, as being inconfiftent 
with free grace, and tending to flatter the pride of men, do, at 
the fame time, look on themfelves as holy perfons, or as living in 
the exercife of true grace. - They, therefore, according to their 
own account of the matter, lave now whereof to glory; fome- 
thing worthy and meritorious in God’s fight ; fo ftand not in /o 
much need of the merit and righteoufnefs of Chrift as they once 
did ; nor are fo much beholden to free grace for falvation as if they 
had no worthinefs of their own! I hope their hearts do not agree 
with their theory ; if they do, they are certainly fallen from grace, 
and feeking righteoufnefs and falvation, as it were, by the works 
of the law, in the midft of all their zeal about free grace, and 
concern to humble the pride of men, and exclude all boalting. 
But if the above maxim has no foundation in truth, (and that it 
has not, I think has been proved) then all their zeal againft the 
doctrine of finners being brought to an intereft in the righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift by the virtuous exercifes of their own hearts, as 
tending to flatter the pride of man, and inconfiftent with falvation 
by free grace, is without foundation, and not according to knowl- 
edge. And thev who hold that a finner muft be regenerated, 
and brought to cleave to Chrift by holy exercifes of heart, in or- 
der to an intereft in his righteoufnefs, or as a condition of this, 
while they prove that this has no moral worth fufficient to recom- 
mend him in the leaft degree, or render him lefs ill-deferving, do 
preach the only.doétrine, which does really, and in the highett de- 
gree, oppofe the pride of man, and exalt free grate in his falvation. 

And here it may be worth obferving that Sandeman builds all 
his oppofition to them who fuppofe that exercifes of heart are im- 
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plied in faich, or that which is the condition of juftification, on this 
falfe maxim ; which is kept im fight, and runs through all his writ- 
ings. Laiicé, when he finds an author who afflerts that exercifes 
of heart are neceflary in order to an intereft in the Mediator’s 
righteou{nels, he at once concludes that he is ignorant of the grace 
of the golpel. 

On this falfe maxim alfo do the Antinomians ground their con- 
demnation of thofe who hold that regeneration, repentance of fin, 
love to God and his law, &c. or thofe exercifes which imply all this, 
are antecedent to jultification, being neceflarily implied in faving 
faith. They cry out of this as a legal, pharifaical {cheme, invented 
by the pride of man, and in direct oppofition to the free juftifica- 
tion of the ungodly. Becaufe they think when a finner has attained 
to all this, he has fomething of his own, upon which he may rea- 
fonably depend, and boaft of it. Inthis Sandeman and they 
exactly agree, how much foever they may differ on fome other 
points. 

There are many others, who, though they think themfelves op- 
pofers of both thele, yet perfetly agree with them in this point ; 
and are careful not to let any exercife of heart.come into faving 
faith, or take place antecedent to juftification, left this fhould 
eclipfe the free grace of God, and give occafion of -boafting. All 
thefe are inconfiftent with themfelves, as appears, I truft, from 
what has been obferved: For if their maxim be true, then the 
faint, who has attained to holinefs, has whereof to glory; fo has 
that which is inconfiftent with falvation by free grace, and is fuited 
to flatter his pride. Therefore, while they are profefledly oppof- 
ing the pride-of man, and zealous to honour free grace, they are 
laying a mott lafting foundation for pride ; even the on/y founda- 
tion ; and advancing that which is direétly oppolite to the exercife 
of free grace, in the falvation of finners. 

The Arminian alfo agrees with them exactly, in this point, and 
builds his whole fcheme, refpecting the juftification of a finner, upon 
this: Though he is herein much more confiftent with himfelf than 
they are. For he holds that the virtue of aiinner is of fome mor- 
al worth, fo as to recommend him, in fome degree at leaft, to the 
divine favour: Therefore he concludes that all who come to the 
exercifes of virtue, are hereby, on account of this moral worth 
and excellency, rendered acceptable to God, and recommended 
to faveur. And the former have no way to oppule the Arminian 
on their own principles, but by excluding the finner from all vir- 
tue antecedent to his juftification. And, tor the fame reafon, 
would they ve confiftent, they muft exclude all virtue from the 
faint or believer, in order to. prevent his boafting : Tor they have 
not yet told us, and cannot tell, on their principles, why the vir- 
iue of a faint does not recommend him as much as the Arminian 
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But he who afferts the infinite evil of fin, and confequently, that 
the virtue of a finner can do nothing towards recommending him, 
on account of its-moral worth ; fo that if he be pardoned, jultified 
and faved, it muft be wholly by the worthinefs and merit of Chrift, 
which the moft virtuous finner needs juft as much as any other; 
he only keeps the line of truth, in diftinétion from all the deluded 
in this point, and afferts the true -grace of God, and preaches the 
moft humbling doétrine to a loft world; and effectually cuts off 
every fource of the pride of man. He may aflert the neceflity of 
regeneration and holy exercifes of heart, in order to an interelt in 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, without any danger of flattering the 
pride of finners, or giving them any ground of boalting. Yea, thé 
more true virtue the finner has, the farther he will be from boalt- 
ing ; the more clearly will he fee his own vilenefs and his infinite 
ill-defert; his infinite diftance from having any thing to recom- 
mend himfelf ; the more fully will he renounce his own righteouf- 
nefs, as no better than filthy rags, in this affair, and truit in the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, relying upon free, foveréign grace for par- 
don and ialvation. He only teflifies the gofpel of the grace of God, 
even that /rue grace wherein every believer doth ftand. And 4e only 
is able to confute and overthrow the Arminian in his notion ot the 
way of the finner’s juftification. And by overthrowing this, he at 
the fame time demolifhes the pillar on which the Antinomians, 
and many others, and even Sandeman himfelf, build their notion 
of juftifying faith. Of fuch importance is the doétrine of the’ 
infinite evil of fin! 

To leave out, or overlook this doétrine, is to fap the very foun- 
dations of Chriftianity. This being denied, or kept out of view, 
it is impoffible that man’s true character, or that of the Mediator, 
or the way of falvation by him, fhould be underftood. ‘In a word; 
he who does not believe the infinite evil of fin, has no juft notion 
either of God, law, fin, Mediator, atonement, juftification, the 
grace of God, or of any thing that relates to the gofpel. He, in 
the midft of all his zeal for free grace, “is PRouD, knowing nothing; 
doting about queftions and ftrifes of words, whereof cometh envy, 
ftrife, railings, perverfe difputings of men of corrupt minds, and 
deftitute of the truth.” 

But he who fully enters into this matter, and truly and feelingly 
underftands the finfulne/s of fin, (which none do but the truly peni- 
tent and virtuous) he fees, he feels, that all boafting on this ground 
is forever excluded: He finks down, in a fenfe of his own amazing 
vilenefs, infinite guilt, and ill-defert; and trufts entirely to free 
grace through a Mediator; and defires not to be found in his own 
righteoufnefs, under the notion of being recommended by it; 
which, if done with a difpofition to trufl in it, is Yo far from true 
Virtue, that it is no better than horrid impiety; but that which is 
Vol. V. No. 11, Ere throuch 
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through the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs which is of God, by 
faith: And he is ready to afcribe the whole of his falvation to free, 
fovereign grace. . 


—* €<D a 


REVIEW OF THE REV. MR. WORCESTER’S SER- 
MONS AND LETTERS. 


Two difcourfes on the perpetuity and provifion of God’s gracious covenant 
with Abraham and his feed. By Samuel Worcefter, A. M. paflor 
of the Tabernacle Church in Salem. Second edition revifed. To 
which are annexed letters to the Rev. Thomas Baldwia, D. D. on 
his book entitled the Baptifm of Believers only, Sc. 


THE fubjec& of the difcourfes is the ancient covenant of Jeho- 
vah with his church. A fubject, fo important at all times, in 
a peculiar manner calls the attention of good men at the prefent 
time. 

The text felected by Mr. Worcefter is Gal. iti, 29. And if ye 
be Chrift’s, then are ye Abraham’s feed, and heirs, according to the promife. 
After a pertinent introduction, in which the connexion of the text 
is carefully explained and elucidated, this very natural and impor- 
tant dottrine is deduced, viz. In God’s covenant of promife with 
Abraham provifion was made for the continuance of the church 
formed by it, and thus for the tranfmiffion of the privileges, and 
bleflings contained in it, from generation to generation, down to 
the clofe of time. 

This doctrine is confidered under two general heads. 

I. That the covenant, which was made with Abraham, and’ 
by which the church was formed ‘in his family, was intended to be 
perpetual, or to continue throughout all generations. 

If. To fhow more particularly what provifion was made in 
the covenant for the continuance of the church, and the tranfmif- 
fion of the bleffings contained in it. 

The perpetuity of God’s gracious covenant, its continuance un- 
der fucceflive difpenfations, through all ages, is undoubtedly a 


doctrine of the firft importance. On this depends the bleflings - 


and privileges, the comforts and hopes of the church. With this 
truth Mr. Worcefter feems deeply impreffed, and upon it’ has be- 
ftowed molt ferious attention. 

The arguments by which he-eftablifhes his firft general head, he 
has arranged under five diftin& topics. 

1. “ By the covenant made with Abraham he was conttituted the 
father of all them that believe.” If by virtue of the covenant 
Abraham is the father of all believers in every age and country, then 
thecovenant muft continue through every age. 

: 2. “The 
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2. * The covenant eftablifhed with Abraham and his feed com- 
prifed all the bleflings and privileges ever promited to believers, 
and to the church.” 

To abrogate this covenant, therefore, would be to abrogate the 
grand charter of all the bleflings, privileges and hopes of God’s 
people. ‘To abolifh the church formed in the houfe of Abraham 
would be to abolifh the kingdom of the Meffiah. 

3. * The covenant made with Abraham and his feed is the cave- 
nant of which in the New Teftamient, Chrift is faid to be the Media- 
tor, and which fs defignated as the covenant to be eftablifhed with 
the church in the days of the gofpel.” This covenant with Abra- 
ham mutt, therefore, be as permanent as the gofpel church. 

4. * The church under the gofpel is uniformly in the fcriptures 
reprefented as being the fame church, or a continuance of the 
fame, which was formed in the family of Abraham.” As a tree 
grafted is the fame as before; the roots, the trunk, the tree, are 
the fame ; fo the church of God is the dame under every difpenfa- 
tion. ‘The covenant, therefore, is perpetual. 

“ The covenant made with Abraham is exprefsly declared to 
be an everlafting and perpetual covenant, a covenant to continue 
throughout all generations.” Thefe arguments aré handled at con- 
fiderable length with a perfpicuity, bees and perfualivenefs, not 
common in fubjects of this nature. 

Under his seconp general head Mr. W. undertakes to fhow 
‘‘what was the provifion made in the Abrahamic covenant for 
the continuance of the church formed by it, and the tranfmiflion 
of the bleflings contained in it.” This provifion is found, he 
{uppofes, in the two grand promifes varioufly exprefled and ar 
different times unfolded, “1 will be a God unto thee and to thy 
feed after thee.” And, “in thy feed fhall all the nations of the 
earth be bleffed.” 

“The promife or propofal of God to Abraham was to bea 
‘God, not only to dim, but to his ged. ‘The fame was his promife 
to Ifaac, the fame to Jacob, and fo down from generation to gen- 
eration. In this line of natural defcent were the bleflings of the 
covenant to be tranfmitted.”” Not that a//, who were children ac- 
cording to the fiefh, were certainly heirs of a// covenant bleflings ; 
but the children of the promi/e, thofe who fhould truly in faith be 
given to God, and brought up for him, were to be counted for the 
feed. Grace fhould be given fo that a holy feed fhould be pre- 
ferved from generation to generation in the church. While the 
promife of the covenant had primary refpect to Abraham’s natural 
pofterity, yet Abraham was made the father of many nations. 
“In him and in his feed all the families of the earth fhould be 
bleffed.” Though the church was to be continued in the line of 
natural defcent, yet provifion was made for the adoption, incor- 


poration, or ingrafting of other individuals, families and nations. 
Under 
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Under the former difpenfation * ftrangers” of different nations 
were admitted to the privileges of TiaeRites : ; on the introduc- 
tion of the gofpel difpenfation Gentile believers by hundreds, and 
thoufands, and myriads, were admitted.to the fame covenant, and 
became fellow heirs, and of the fame body, and partakers of the fame 
promife in Chriit by the gofpel.” Gueits, before invited, were ex. 
cluded from the fociety,and new ones were admitted. Old branches 
were broken off, and new ones grafted in. Such has been, fuch is 
the church, and fo it will continue. 

Such is a brief view of what Mr. W. has given as “the pro- 
vifion of the covenant.” * 

In the Jmprovemegt Mr. Worcetter firft leads us “toa grateful 
and devout contemplation of the great defigns, the gradual pro- 
grefs, and the ultimate extenfion and glory of the church of God.” 
He next fhows that the gracious covenant of God is never in real- 
ity efablifhed with any but true believers; in the ¢hird place he in- 
fers the “ high and everlafting importance of a cordial and obe- 
dient belief in all which God has promifed” in this covenant. 

Having thus prepared the way Mr. W. infers 4thly, “ that fer 
believing parents to give up their children to God in baptiim 
isa great and important duty.” 

Under this inference it is fhown, that as the ancient covenant 
and church of God were continued under the prefent difpenfation, 
and as baptifm has now by divine appointment taken the place oi 
circumcifion, it therefore follows, conclufively, that as children 
‘were anciently admitted to the feal of the covenant in the form of 
circumcifion, fo they are now to be admitted to the fame feal in the 
form of baptifm. This inference, fo evident and conclufive, Mr. 
W. ftrengthens by collatera! proofs from the New ‘Teftament, and 
by a hiftorical view of the practice in the firft ages of the church. 
With earneftnefs and Chriftian zeal he thus enforces the duty. 

Next follows a reflection concerning the mode of baptifm, in 
which by arguments irrefiftible he thows, that fprinkling is valid 
and fcriptural. 

In the remaining part of the improvement he ftrongly enforces 
the ferious duty of every church refpecting their baptifed children. 
He gives an impreffive view of God’s infinite wifdom and grace, 
manifefted in his covenant with the church, and forcibly urges all, 
who are fet for the defence of the gofpel, to maintain che fpirit and 
principles of this gracious covenant. 

After the firft publication of Mr. Worcefter’s vtiibes, Dr. 
Baldwin publifhed a book in whichehe was pretty free with his re- 
marks on Mr. Worcefter’s fermons. ‘This led Mr. W. to reply 
in a number of Letters. The moft material things which have 
the name or femblance of argument in the Dr.’s book, Mr. W. has 
arranged under their proper heads; he has examined them with 
patience, and contuted them by found arguments. By this he has 
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alfo ftrengthened, and if poflible more completely eftablifhed the 
doétrine of his two difcourfes. 

In his ftri@ures upon the two difcourfes, Dr. B. attempts to fet 
up a diftin@ion between a covenant fuppofed to be made with 
Abraham, “ when he was called to leave his country and kindred, 
to go and fojourn in a ftrange land,” and what he choofes to call 
§ the covenant of citcamsiGon. » He fully admits that the great 
promife made to Abraham at the time of his call was the gofpel, 
as then preached, and comprifed the Mefliah and all the bleffings 
of his kingdom; but he denies, that that promife was comprifed 
in the covenant afterwards made with Abraham and his feed, and 
fealed with the fign of circumcifion. Hence he concludes that 
Mr. W. had totally miftaken the promile contained in his text, 
that his text does not fupport his doétrine,-and that his difcourfes 
are without foundation. He might as well have faid, that be- 
caufe the top of a fpire is not gold, therefore the foundation of the 
temple is fand. It fhows that a man is not a good compofer of 
fermons, if his text does not contain his doétrine; but it does not : 
prove the doérine may not be true: but even, this ground on ‘ 
which Dr. Baldwin ereéts his citadel is found untenable. Mr. 
Worcefter fairly fecures his text, fhows there is no fuch diftinction 
of covenants, but that all the gracious promifes made to Abraham 
were included in the covenant, eftablifhed with him and his feed, 
when he received the fign of circumcifion. Mr. W. has done this 
by again confidering the connexion of the text ; by a luminous 
recurrence to the firft promife of grace in Paradife, fuppofed to 
be for fubftance the fame with the great promife made to Abra- 
ham, and the fure foundation of the church; by a folemn and 
impreflive review of God’s covenant tranfactions with Abraham ; 
by aclofe and particular furvey of the covenant itfelf, comparing 
it with many important paflages in the Old and New Teftament, 
and by a victorious expofure of the antipedobaptift conftruction of 
the one feed, which is Chrifl. ‘Thefe, in their order, make the fubjects 
of his “ Letters,” from the fecond to the feventh, inclnfive. 

7 Having proved, beyond all controverfy, that all the gracious 
| promifes made to Abraham, and particularly the great gofpel 
| promife, “ In thee and thy feed fhall all the nations of the earth 
| be bleffed,”” were included in the covenant by which the church 
wag formed in his family, Mr. W. proceeds in his eighth letter: to 
fhow that according to Dr. B.’s own conceflion the antipedobaptift 
theory muft fall. The ninth letter, on the feal of the righteouf- 
nefs of faith, fhows the fallacy of Dr.’B.’s fcheme. In the tenth 
and eleventh letters, the antipedobaptift views of the Abrahamic 
7 covenant, as containing only temporal bleflings, and being only of 
; temporary continuance, are expoled in a folemn and affecting 
, manner. 
In 
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In the three following letters, the onenefs of the Pre-Chriftian 
and Poit-Chriflian church is largely confidered and maintained. 
This effential point in his fyftem, Mr. W. has defended and eftab. 
lithed with a minutenefs, a patience, and a feries of proofs, that do 
honour to his able pen: Dr. B.’s arguments, and affertions, and 
exclamations, dwindle into puerilities, or rife into dangerous ab- 
durdities. Mr. W. gives a very interefting view of the ancient 
church, its conftitution and defign, its privileges and bleffings, the 
qualifications of its members, and its famene({s with: the Chriftian 
charch. The idea of two churches, a Hebrew and Chriftian, is 
dhown to be abfurd, and highly injurious to the honour of relig- 
ion and the caufe of God. 

The two following letters are upon the gueftion whether bap- 
tifm has come in the place of circumcifion. Dr. B.’s objections 
are refuted, and the doétrine eftablifhed. 

The feventeenth letter gives a diftiné notation of feveral impor- 
tant points fuppofed to have been illu(trated and proved in the pre- 
ceding letters. : 

1. “ That the covenant, of which circumcifion was the token 
and feal, included all the great and precious promifes ever made 
in Chrift to the church. 

2. That God’s covenant with the church has always been ef 
fentially the fame, though unfolded with increafing clearnefs under . 
feveral fucceflive difpenfations. : 

3. That the church of God has been but onz, and will be but one, 
from the time when Eve was f{tyled the mother of all living, until 
its final confummation in glory. 

That under the prefent difpenfation baptif{m holds the fame 
lace, which circumcifion held under the ancient. 

Thefe feveral points (fays the author) I have endeavoured to ef- 
tablifh by clear and abundant fcripture proof ; your objections and 
arguments again{t them it has been my aim fairly to meet and 
anfwer. The general conclufions from the whole may be expreff- 
ed in two particulars. 

1. Children now hold the fame covenant relation to the church, 
which they anciently held. The chtrch is the fame; the covee 
nant the fame ; the promifesthe fame. Therefore, 

2. The infants of the church are now as proper fubje@s for the 
eal of the covenant-in the form of baptiim, as anciently they were 
for the fame feal in the form of circumcifion. Their covenant re- 
Jation to the church is the fame ; the nature and import of the feal 
are the fame.”’ 

In the two fucceeding letters, Mr. W.’s views concerning the 
terms of-the covenant are diftinctly ftated and fupported againk 
the objections of Dr. B. og sen: 

In the twentieth letter, the ftatement given in a note of the dif- 
courles refpecting the teftimony of the primitive fathers in favour 
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of infant baptifm is fairly vindicated againft the objections of : dif- 
ferent Baptift writers. 

The 2:ift letter learnedly and ably fupports infant baptifm. 
The next carefully, and we think fuccefsfully, eftablifhes the mode 
of baptifm. 

The 23d letter repels the charges of Dr. B.in a manly and dif- 
pafiionate f{tyle, which, if arguments or facts could avail, we fhould 
think would go far towards making the Doctor repent that he is 
anauthor. ‘The laft letter, which confiders the high claims and 
pretenfions of the Baptifts, is a fertes of pathetic expoftulations, 
in a {train of impreflive eloquence. 

Concerning the manner in which Mr. Worcefter has executed his 
work, we have little to add. His ftyle. is correct, perfpicuousy 
forcible, and harmonious. The fpirit of the work is ferious.. He 
never wanders from his fubject, is never dull ; but often is animat- 
ed, and like a mighty wind bears down all before him. A tender 
concern for divine truth, and deep folicitude for the welfare of true 
religion, is manifefted through the whole work, which mult recom- 
mend it to every céindid reader. 











Selections, 


COMPARISON BETWEEN ATHEISM AND UNIVER- 
SALISM, WITH REGARD TO THEIR MORAL 
TENDENCY. inh 


ATHEISM promifes its votaries an exemption from all evils 
after death ; and that all, of whatever character, fhall equally fink 
into aneternal fleep. The doétrine of univerfal /alvation promifes 
to all, of whatever character in this life, endlefs felicity—an eternal 
weight of glory. 

That Athei/m tends to give the reigns to the lufts of men, and to dif- 
folve all moral ties, cannot be denied. When all fenfe of account- 
ablenefs to an infinitely juft Being, from whom nothing can pof- 
fibly be concealed, and out of whofe hands no one can efcape, Is 
taken away, it is evident, that the principal reftraints, under which 
mankind in general are holden in this life, are removed. 

The do@rine of univerfal falvation equally frees men from 
fears of future evil ; at leaft any, which fhall not be accompanied 
or followed with an infinitely overbalancing good. Some of the 
advocates for this doctrine deny, that there will be any future pun- 
ifhment whatever; and all of them, that there will be any mcre 
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than a temporary one; and this to be followed by a ftate of end- 
lefs felicity ; for the higher and more fenfible enjoyment of which, 
men will be fitted by the temporary pains which, it is admitted, 
fome may be made to fuffer after death. 

Atheifm and Univerfalifm agree in this, that no evil, on the whole, 
is to be feared by any, after death; for thofe temporary pains, 
which are neceflary to prepare the fubje@ for higher enjoyment, 
and which are to be followed with an eternal weight of glory, are not 
to be confidered, on the whole, as evils. Thelatter fentiment, then, 
promifes an endlefs, everlafting good to men of every defcription 
and character ; while the former encourages no better hope, than 
that of an eternal flee», an exemption from all future pain. 

Which of thefe fentiments bids faire to engage the affedctions of 
the carnal heart, can admitof no difpute. For itis eafy to fee, 
thata flate of endlefs felicity, and ¢hat, with all the pains which 
may ever be expected from a Being, whofe fingle and higheft ob- 
ject is the complete and endlefs happinefs of every individual of 
his creatures, is greatly preferable, yea, infinitely fo, to a total 
, ceflation of exiltence. 

The dorine of-Univerfalifm, efpecially as denying any future 
punifhment whatever, muft gain an unf{peakable preference, in the 
carnal mind, to the gloomy doétrine of annihilation.. The Uni- 
verfalift has every advantage which the Atheilt can boaft, without 
any of the difadvantages neceffarily attendant on the principles of 
the latter. The atheiltical do@trine promifes nothing more than a 
mere exemption from pain, after a life of pleafure, and the indul- 
gence of every luft: while that of the advocates for univerfal 
falvation, in additionto deliverance from every laflt of punitive 
juftice, begets the hope of future gloricus rewards, and unceafing 
felicity. Which of thefe doctrines, then, gives the reigns molt en- 
tirely to the lufts of men, at the fame time molt effefually remov- 
ing all thofe reltraints of fear, which are of fuch vaft importance in 
preferving the peace and order of fociety, no man in his fenfes can 
be at a lofs. 

Whoever would moft effectually. remove all the barriers of civil 
fociety, and open every floodgate of iniquity, let him preach up 
the certainty of the final falvation of all men, whatever may be 
their moral chara@er and conduct in this world. And, as far as 
this doctrine fhall be believed, the greateft reftraints under which 
wicked men were ever laid, will be quite.removed and taken away. 

On the other hand, let all thofe who are friends, not only to the: 
fouls of men, but to the peace and welfare of civil fociety, cultivate | 
the belief, and continually act under the influence of that folemn 
and interefting truth, often taught by the great Saviour of men, 
that, except we repent, we fhall all perifh. 
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PARLOUR PREACHING. 


EUSEBIUS, who when he hears of any calamity amongft the 
people of his charge, never waits to be fent for, went to pay a vifit 
at 4 houfe, where, until lately, no found was to be heard, but that 
of gaiety and mirth: but death had now entered in a very fudden 
and awful manner; and not content with one victim, ceafed not 
his ravages, until three blooming youths, within the fhort {pace of 
one year, were levelled with the dutft. 

This family had, for a long time, been unufually,free from af- 
flictive vifitations; and, infatuated by uninterrupted profperity, 
God and eternity were forgotten, whilft amufements, falfely call- 
ed innocent, had ufurped the place of family inftruction and devo- 
tion, and had even encroached upon the facred hours of the Sab- 
bath. 

At any time previous to thefe awful ftrokes of Divine Provi- ‘ 
dence, a vilit from Eufebius would have appeared like an intrufion, 
as it would have interrupted fome favourite amufement; but 
now he was more welcome than any of the numerous train of 
cuftomary vifitants, who, although they were deeply affected by 
the recent events which had occurred in the family, were poorly 
qualified to adminifter confolation to the bereaved parents. The 
firft emotions of grief, under fuch afflicing difpenfations, are com- 
monly too ftrong to be refifted; and the fuffering foul is rather 
irritated than foothed, by officious attempts to alleviate its an- 
guifh. Eufebius, aware of this, did no more on his firft 
vifit than fympathife with the relatives of the deceafed, who 
appeared to be overwhelmed with the profoundeft grief. But on 
the fecond vifit, he found them more compofed, and therefore he 
proceeded to make fuch obfervations as he thought might be ufe- 
ful, both in relieving their anguifh, and in leading them to a prop- 
er improvement of the painful vifitation of the Almighty. The 
father of the family was a man of good underftanding, and pof- 
fefled of a confiderable fhare of natural firmnefs; but thefe fuccef- 
five ftrokes were too much for his philofophy, and the ftrength of 
his nerves united, to enable him to bear. His unfuccefsful efforts 
to fuftain the fhock, only ferved to give more manifeft evidence of 
his weaknefs. At firft he remained profoundly filent, and al- 
though he liftened attentively to the difcourfe of Eufebius, yet he 
returned no anfwer to any_of his obfervations. At length, how- 
ever, his {welling grief would have vent, and he exclaimed, * f 
am the moft miferable of men! Attempt not to comfort me. Lf 
feem to be fet up as a mark for the arrows of divine vengeance. 
The cup of my affliction is full; 1 can fuffer no more. The Al- 
mighty has blafted all my profpeéts, and my peace of mind can 


never be reftored. But why he has chofen to pour out the vials of 
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his wrath upon me, I know not. Iam a finner, it is true, but not 
worfe than others who fuffer none of thefe calamities. As he has 
taken from me the comforts of my life, and the expe&ed props of 
my declining years, let him add one ftroke more, and deltroy me 
alfo. I defire to live no longer. The world is turned into a howl- 
ing wildernefs to me. It is impoffible that any thing fhould now 
afford me confolation. O! mychildren! my children!” 

The fulnefs of his heart here obftruéted his utterance, and Eu- 
febius thought that it was time tointerpofe ; he therefore obferved, 
*‘ that the affliction was great, and that grief was natural; and 
provided it Cui not lead us to entertain hard thoughts of God, or 
excite in us a murmuring or difcontented difpofitton, was forbid- 
den neither by reafon nor revelation. But,’’ faid he, “ beware, my 
friend, left, in the anguifh of your fpirit, and in the bitternefs of 
your forrow, you rathly charge the providence of God, with in- 
juttice i in his dealings towards you. Remember, that your cafe is 
not peculiar. Similar afflictions are fent upon thoufands ; and it 
is not the moft wicked and abandoned of the human race only, 
who-are thus dealt with, but as frequently thofe who lead lives 
of exemplary piety. Confider alfo, that although your lofs 
is incalculably great, the Sovereign of the univerfe has taken 
nothing but what he had a right to take. All comforts are his 
gifts, and are beftowed only for atime. He may, without injuf- 
tice, recal them when he pleafes. Therefore, although from the 
principles of our nature, we cannot reprefs our forrow when our 
‘deareft relatives are fnatched away by death, yet we have no reafon 
to accufe the Almighty, who gives and takes according to the coun- 
fel of his own will, and is’not bound to render to his creatures any 
account of his proceedings. Befides, let us confider whether our 
fins have not deferved all, and much more than we fuffer. You 
think it hard that you fhould be punifhed more feverely than ma- 
ny others who are at leaft as great finners as yourfelf. But if you 
fuffer no more than you deferve, there is no injuftice in the deal- 
ings of God towards you. And with refpect to others, their time 
may not yet be come. They may have to pafs through afflictions 
as‘great'as yours. But if all were now enduring calamities like 
yours, it would very little lighten your burden. Thefe painful 
Occurrences may be intended, as they are calculated, to iflue in 
_ real bleffin A righteous God may be leaving others to fuffer 

the jult (Meithment of their fins in another world, whilft he may 
be ufing thefe means to purge you from your fins here, that you 
may efcapefature punifhment. Many fouls, now in glory, owe 
their falvation, under God, to fevere and heart-rending afflictions. 

The goodnefs of God h»- ‘ong been tried upon you ; uninter- 
rupted profperity has attende. ,__r fteps ever fince you had a fam- 
ily, until the prefent year; but what effed@ it has produced it is 


your part to confider. I may, however, without offence, fuggett, 
that 
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that you have not made returns to your kind Penefactor, in any 
proportion to his merciful dealings towards you-and your family. 
Permit me to be plain with you... You have had a reiigious edu- 
cation, and in your early years were privileged with the inftruc- 
tions and example of an excellent father, the favour of whote 
name is ftill precious in this place, and the memory of whofe: pi- 
ous and charitable aéts will be long kept up among the children of 
want and diftrefs. Now, although the courfe of your life has not 
been fuch, as,in the language of the world, is called vicious, yet it 
has been far removed from ferious piety.” It has been according to » 
the courfe and fafhion of this world, to which we are forbidden to 
be conformed, and very little regulated by the principles and pre- 
cepts of the gofpel of Chrift. The pious ufages and cuftoms of 
your father’s houfe have been neglected or foriaken ; the reading 
of the fcriptures, the finging of pfalms, and offering up prayers 
to God, have been excluded, to make room for tke card-table and 
a whole train of feductive amufements, which have received the 
fanction of a gay world. ‘The houfe of God you have almoft de- 
ferted. It feems to have been your chief ambition to live fplendid- 
ly, to mingle with the great, and to fecure the efteem of thofe who 
are reckoned honourable on earth; whilft the favour of God, and 
the honour which comes from above, you have neglected to feek : 
and as you have permitted me to proceed fo far, 1 will yet go far- 
ther. ‘Thefe children, whofe untimely end you now deplore with 
fuch bitternefs of grief, I well recolleét, you folemnly dedicated to 
God in baptifm, and promifed to bring up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. The nature of this tranfaétion you probably did 
not confider at the time. You entered into it asa matter of form, 
a thing of courfe ; but this, inftead of extenuating, rather aggra- 
vates your fin. Such trifling with the facred inftitutions ot Heaven 
cannot efcape the difpleafure of the juft Judge of all the earth. 
However carelefs and indifferent you were on the occafion, the ob- 
ligations you were under were ftill facredly binding. Have you 
x 8 fulfilled your duty to your offspring? Have they been dil- 
igently nurtured and inftruéted in the fchool of Chrift?) Have 
they been admonifhed, reftrained, encouraged; and ftimulated 
upon Chriftian principles? I forbear to prefs this inquiry. It 
is calculated to give rife to painful reflections: Your children 
were educated, I know, with great care; but I muft fay, that I 
fear religion had but little place in the fyftem in which they were 
' inftrucéted. Early initiated into all the follies of a gay and corrupt 
world, they were taught to believe, that to make.a figure, and thine 
in the eyes of men, was the moft defirable object. You need not, 
therefore, be aftonifhed, that a juft and holy God has expreffed his 
difpleafure at your conduct. It may be in mercy that he has tak- 
en your children away. He has removed them from the evils to 
which they were daily expofed. . And with regard to yourfelf, you 
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fhould confider thefe difpenfations as intended to open yotr eyes 
upon the fin and folly of your former courfe, and to reclaim you 
from the dangerous paths which yon have hitherto purfued. 
You confider your afflictions too great to admit of confolation ; 
but be afflured that that holy religion.in which you were educated, 
but which you have fo long neglected, contains fources of comfort 
fufficient to alleviate the keeneft anguifh to which human nature 
is fubject.» In the days of your profperity, you faw no neceflity 
for religion: it appeared to be rather calculated to diflurb your 
peace, than to increafe your enjoyments. But now, whatever you 
may think of Chriftianity, you feel the need of fomething which 
the world cannot afford. The wealth, which you have amaffed 
with unceafing care and unremitting toil, and for the fake of which 
you neglected your God and your foul, can now bring you no 
comfort. Your pretext for fuch unwearied exertion was, that you 
had children for whom it was your duty to provide a decent liveli- 
hood ; but God, in the unfearchable difpenfation of his providence, 
has taken them away. They now want nothing of all which you 
have been fo long METI up for their ufe: How clearly then 
may you fee the vanity of placing your affections on thefe fubluna- 
ry objects ! You fee now, that fomething is neceflary to conititute 
happinefs befides the wealth and friendfhip of this world. I be- 
feech you, therefore, to exercife your unbiafled reafon a little on 
this fubje&, and be convinced, notwithftanding all your former 
prejudices, that the favour and friendfhip of God is the moft nec- 
eflary:and defirable of all poffeffions. -Reflect now, with impartial. 
ity, upon the fcene of worldly profperity through which you have 
pafled, and carefully examine what degree of real fatisfaction you 
enjoyed in thefe things. You profeffed to view the ferious Chrif- 
tian and humble penitent with pity; becaufe, as you faid, they 
deprived themfelves of the principal pleafures of life, and doomed 
themfelves voluntarily to mifery : But are you not now convinced, 
that thefe mourning faints, whofe heads hung down like the bul- 
rufh, were much happier than you were in the midft of noify mirth, 
or in the acquilition of wealth and fame? You know that you 
were not at eafe; even when the countenance aflumed the appear- 
ance of fatisfaction and contentment. You were always confcious 
of a fecret flaw in your happinefs. You could not avaid feeling 
the gnawiags of an inward worm at the root of all your comforts. 
And after your greateft exertions to be happy,.and even when, for 
afeafon, you deceived yourfelf into the opinion that you were 
happy, what an uneafy vacuity fucceeded all your pleafures ! 
What a liftlefs langour and infupportable depreflion! much more 
difeult to be borne, than a confiderable degree of acute pain ! 
_ If thefe things flrike you as they do me, I know not how you 
ean avoid perceiving the propriety and neceffity of a new courfe 
of life. Believe me, Sir, you are now arrived at a critical period 
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of your exiftence. Much depends upon the effeé& which this vifita- 
tion of God fhall produce on your mind. I hope, and earneftly 
pray, that, by the grace of God, it may be rendered effectual to 
wean your affeétions from the world, and to lead you to ‘cek an 
intereft in the favour of God! The remarks which I have made 
may appear to you to be fevere ; but I aflure you they have been 
diétated by a fincere and tender concern for your eternal welfare. 
1 have indeed faid more than I at firft intended, encouraged by 
the patient attention which 1 perceiye you have given to my ob- 
fervations. But nowI muft bid you adieu, hoping, that, by the 
time 1 fee ydu again, thefe fubjeéts will have been viewed by you 
in a more correét light than heretofore.” 

Eufebius rofe up to take his leave, but his afflifted parifhioner 
feized him by the hand, and entreated him to prolong his vifit ; 
“‘ for,” faid he, “ although I have been agitated with various ftrong 
feelings of pride and refentment, whillt you were {peaking, yet, 
upon tbe whole, I have been benefited by your obfervations. 
do fee the vanity of the world in a clearer light than ever before. 
And I confefs, that I fee more things wrong in my own conduét, 
than Iever thought of before. But why do you entertain fuch an 
unfavourable opinion of me ? You feem to think that I am 
the vileft of wretches, If I could believe that I was as culpa- 
ble as you have reprefented me to be, I fhould defpife and ab- 
hor myfelf, and confider myfelf as unfit to live upon the earth.” 
Eufebius anfwered, that he did not confider him as worfe than 
other worldly men, but that the effeéts which he had mentioned, 
would certainly follow from a clear view of his own fins; “and, 
Sir,” faid he, “I am fo far from thinking that fuch effe&s would 
be undefirable, that I fhould confider them as the beginning of a 
reformation. And that you may not fuppofe that 1 am fond of 
reprefenting other men’s fins to be great, whilft I think my own te 
be venial, I will confefs to you, that my bad opinion of human 
nature is taken from a knowledge of the evils of my own heart and 
life. Thofe very views and feelings, which you fo much deprecate 
in regard to yourfelf, I have experienced to my humiliation. | 
have feen my own charaéter to be fo vile in the fight of God, that 
I have aétually abhorréed myfelf, and reckoned myfelf unworthy to 
tread omthe earth, or breathe theair ; but although thefe feelings 
were painful] and extremely mortifying, 1 would not for the world 
have been without them. Had 1 remained free from an experi- 
ence of this fort, I fhould never have felt the need, nor known the 
worth, of a crucified Saviour. But to know him, to prize his 
atonement, and to be delighted with his character, is now all my 
hope and all my joy. As you are pleafed to receive my remarks, 
on the whole, with fo much candour, I do not feel a freedom to 
leave you, as I was going to do, till 1 have afked you, if it be not 
your wifh that we fhould unite together in prayer, that God would 
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fanctify this affliction to you and your family, and fupport you 
under it.”?. ‘The propofal was readily embraced. The voice of 
fervent prayer was heard ina houfe to which it had before been 2 
ftranger. After which Eufebius departed. 


——t €D a - 
BETHESDA. 


“Receive the blessing and adore the grace, 
That threw in this Bethesda your disease. 
If unrestor’d by this, despair your cure.” Youn. 


WHEN our Lord, as “the light of the world,” had anointed 
with clay, the eyes of a blind man, he inftructed him to go and 
wath, not in the pool of Bethefda, but. in Siloam, Had he fent 
him to Bethefda, the Jews might have afcribed the cure, not to 
the power of Chrift, but to the healing quality of the waters. But 
_ whence, it may be afked, was this quality derived ? The fcripture 
ftates, that an angel defcended, at a certain feafon, and troubled 
the water. The hypothefis that Bethefda was the receptacle of 
the blood of the facrifices, and that the high prieft occafionally 
commitflioned a meffenger (or angel) to ftir and trouble the water, 
' imparting by this meana virtue, which, in the fight of the heathen, 
ferved to honour the oblations of Mofes, although introduced by 
fo refpectable an authority as Dr. Hammond, has found, and may 
be expeéted to find, few fupporters. Dr. Doddridge, with con- 
fiderable probability, fuppofes, that this pool might be remarkable 
for fome mineral attending the water, and that this circumftance, 
together’ with its proximity to the temple, where, for religious 
purpofes, a bath was fo defirable, may account for ftately porches 

raifed around it. An extraordinary motion had been obferved in 
the water, and, by the direétion of. Providence, fome difeafed per- 
fons entering, found an inftant and unexpected cure. At fubfe- 
quent commotions, fimilar.effeéts might follow. Thefe the Jews 
probably afcribed to fome angelic power, as they afterwards at- 
tributed a voice from heaven. 

At what period this fanative turbulence commenced and fub- 
fided, cannot be afcertained. It appears to have occurred only 
during the miniftry of Jefus Chrift ; nothing is heard of its extra- 
ordinary virtues before or after that period. The defign of this 
miracle appears to have been to honour the name, teftify the Mef- 
fiahfhip, and prefent an emblem of the healing power of our Lord 
and Saviour. In relation to this laft idea, the following reflections 
en the pool of Bethefda are fuggefted. 

Man is a creature difeafed. Ina moral view, he is “blind, 
lame, halt and’ withered,” and expofed to eternal death. He is 
the fubject of an-entire.incapacity of felf-relief. Like the multi- 
tude 
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tude round the water, ’he lies proftrate and is impotént. Whatfo- 
ever of reliance his bofom cherifhes, it is not on the Lord, but in 
an arm of flefh. If he remain difeafed, it is becaufe he fees no man 
to put him inthe pool. It is true, the afflicted at Bethefda, were, 
in comparifon of the whole human race, but few; while fin has 
difhonoured and infeé&ed all mankind. Théman, whofe cure our 
Lord produced, had indeed been thirty and eight years in that 
cafe; but, if a man live twice that period, he will remain morally 
difeafed, unlefs the grace of Chrift reftore him. Few could have 
paffed the cloifters of Bethefda, without dropping the tear of 
tender commiferation ; but alas! how few lay to heart the de- 
plorable condition of themfelves, and of their fellow creatures ! 

It is thine, O wondrous pool! to difcover to our altonifhed 
and grateful obfervance, the efficacy of a Saviour’s grace. Thy 
name is fignificant. Bethefda! it is the houfe of mercy. Deltitute 
of merit, and funk in an abyfs of guilt and impurity, a finner’s 
falvation is “ not of him that willeth, por of him that runneth, but 
of God that fhoweth mercy.” Thy /ituation is fignificant. From 
‘‘ Jerufalem” the word of the Lord went forth in the minifiry of 
the apoftles, and the churches of Chrift remain the feats of fpiritual 
healing. Thy fheep market, O Bethefda! fhall teach me the ne- 
ecflity of an atonement, and the worth of that lovely object who 
* was led as a lamb to the flaughter.” I will learn, as I gaze on 
thy agitated wave, the neceflity of foreign agency in a finner’s de- 
liverance. ‘The fick on thy margin, the prielts and the people of 
Jerufalem, might have difturbed thy furface; but could never 
have communicated a medical power. A meflenger from heaven 
mutt defcend, or man muft perifh. I fee the troubling of the pool 
is not fufficient for reftoration ; the blind and the lame muft fep in, 
Into the waters f life, in the exercife of a living faith, may I be 
affifted to pafs. The efficacy of Bethefda, which healed the af- 
flicted of “* whatfoever difeafe he had,” fhall encourage my flight. 
O may it animate the flight of thoufands to that precious blood 
«‘ which cleanfeth us from a// fin!” 

But O how infufficient the poo! to difplay the full glories of the 
Redeemer! Bethefda could relieve only at “a certain feafon;” 
Chrift is “ the fame yefterday, to-day and forever.” His accepted 
time isnow. He only, who frf ftepped in, was healed ; but Paul 
with triumph affures us, that “ for this caufe he obtained mercy, 
that Chrift Jefus in him frf might fhow forth all long fuffering, 
for an example to them that fhould afterwards believe.” A fick 
man, wearied with delay, might leave the porticoes of Bethefda 
and find relief in Jerufalem, or in other places. Our Lord him- 
felf gave {trength to the man who had an infirmity, without his en- 
tering the pool. He fuid, rife, take up thy bed and walk, and he 
did fo; but there is “no other name given under heaven, whereby 
we can be faved,” except the name of Chrift. The virtues of Be- 
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thefda were tranfient, but not fo the virtues of Jefus. He continues 
to appear as though newly flain. The faint is permitted to fing, 
Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power,’ 
Till all the ransom’d church of God 
Be sav’d to sin no more, 

Only fome who came to the pool obtained relief. It is proba- 
ble many were left to die in the porches, in fight of the water ; but 
none that have applied to Chrift for falvation, have been ever re- 
jected. His gracious invitation is, * Whofoever will, let him 
come and take of the water of life freely.” 


a 2 a 
REFLECTIONS OF A SOLDIER. 


* ABQUT fourteen months ago, as I was one nigixt on fentry, I 
believe in the hours from ten to twelve, in a place extremely foli- 
tary, walking on my potlt to and fro, while refle@ting on the good- 
nefs and mercy of God towards me, my hard heart was melted 
down into contrition and forrow for fin. O bleffed, bleffed mo- 
ment! While I was mufing, the fire of love to God kindled in 
my breaft, and the candle of the Lord fhone round my head. Fer 
a few moments, I was almoft loft in admiration, I fcarcely knew 
whether I was in the body or out of the body. 1 believe I had 
my Saviour’s prefence with me. . 

“ During the two hours I felt myfelf in fuch a frame that I could 
give myfelf up into the hands of the Lord. While his love was 
thed abroad in my heart, I faid, “if thou haft any meflage for any 
place, fend me.” I thought [ could go any where, or fuffer any 
thing for Chrift, feeing he had done fuch great things forme. My 
mind was partieularly anxious about going to India, to join 
the dear brethren, in publifhing the glad tidings of falvation 
through a crucified Saviour to the poor Hindoos. On reading, 
foon after, that the Lord had taken feveral of his miffionary ier- 
vants, who had gone thither, to himfelf, my heart was filled with 
forrow. Reflection, neverthelefs, taught me that the Lord is 
righteous in all his ways and holy in all his works. While ponder- 
ing on theie my‘terious providences, O, thought I, what would [ 
give were I only capable of filling up one of their places; what 
would | give! did I fay? I would, could I command them, relin- 
quifh ten thoufand worlds, and count them but dung and drofs 
for the ineftimable privilege. “O, my dearelt Jefus, I hong to fee 
thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earth as it is in heav- 
en. I long to fee the empire of Satan in ruin, and that of Jefus in 
power and glory. Ohow I long 


To tell to dying sinners round, 
What a dear Saviour I have found |” 


A MISTAKE ~ 
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A MISTAKE CORRECTED. 


WE often hear it. faid, that ‘the children of good people are 
commonly as bad as any.” This is a palpable falfehood. On 
the contrary the church has been principally kept up, in every age, 
from the feed of the faithful. A minilter of the gofpel, who had 
ferved the fame congregation for nearly half a century, once aflur- 
ed the writer, that three fourths of the communicants then in his 
church were, to his knowledge, the children of communicants ; 
and yet the half of his congregation probably had never been com- 
municants. There are, however, a number (and taken collective- 
ly a very confiderable number) of the moft profligate and aban- 
doned of men, who are the offspring of the moft eminent faints. 
What, then, does this difpenfation teach us? On the one hand, 
it plainly and forcibly teaches the duty and advantage of relig- 
ious inftruction and education, and God’s favour to his people 
in anfwering their prayers in bleffings on their defcendants. On 
the other hand, it not only teaches.the divine fovereignty in choof- 
ing its own fubjects for grace and glory, but alfo that true religion 
does not depend on the natural conftitution either of body or 
mind ; becaufe thofe who derive fuch conftitution from their par- 
ents are fometimes totally different from and oppofite to them in 
moral qualities, and in devout difpofitions and pious habits. It 
teaches, in a word, that the children of God are “ born not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flefh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 


> 


a 


—t > 
ANECDOTES. 


Aristippus the Socratic philofopher was accuftomed to fay, 
that “ Parents fhould poffefs their children of fuch valuables as might 
efcape with them from a fhipwreck.”” Stilpon, another philofopher, 
when the city in which he lived was facked by Demetrius, being 
afked what lofs he had fuftained, anfwered, “ None, J carry my all 
with me.”” To each of thefe circumftances Dr. Doddridge .deli- 
cately alludes in one of his hymns. 


Engage this poviny treach’rous heart, 
To fix on Mary’s better part ; 

To scorn the trifies of a day, 

For joys that none can take away. 
Then let the wildest storms arise ; 
Let tempests mingle earth and skies ; 
No fatal shipwreck shall I fear, 

But al! my treasures with me bear. 
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NatuaniEL Brapsuaw, B. D. of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
ejected from his-living at Willingham, for his confcientious ad- 
herence to evangelical truth, was fucceeded by a profane minifter, 
whofe name was Nailor. Dr. Bradfhaw was interred in Willing- 
ham church. When the fexton was digging the grave for Nailor, 
a perfon, who was looking on, exclaimed, ** Why do you bury him 
fo near that fanatic ?”’ An aged perfon, who was prefent, and who 
knew their different characters, fhrewdly anfwered, “ Jt cannot affec 
them while they lie here, and they may be FAR ENOUGH OFF at the 
refurrection.” 


Tue great John Howe of Oxford was at dinner with a certain 
nobleman, who treated Mr. Howe with great refpect, and re- 
guefted him to fay in what manner he could effectually ferve him, 
ftrengthening his proteftations of zeal, with a multitude of profane 
oaths. Mr. Howe replied, “ There is one favour which I fhould 
be happy your lordthip would grant me.” ‘My good Mr. 
Howe,” replied the nobleman impatiently, with another oath, 
“there is nothing Mr. Howe can afk but it will make me happy to 
grant.” On which Mr. Howe calmly faid, “ The only favour, 
my lord, which I have to beg of you is, that your lordfhip will 
give me leave to fwear the next oath.” 
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UNITED STATES. 


Letter from the Rev. Gideon Blackburn, to the Rev. Dr. Green. 


Degr Sir, 

A Few days since I had an op- 
portunity of seeing the effect of 
civilization on my scholars. Death 
had executed his commission on an 
old man, who was connected with 
some of the scholars. James 
M’Intosh, one of the oldest and 
most advanced of my school, un- 
dertook the ceremony of his funeral 
rites. He took his own shirt, over- 


alls, and stockings—laid out the 
corpse decently, washed, shaved, 
and dressed it neatlyv—placed a 
candle by it, ari himself and his 
fellow scholars took their seats 
around it-in.decent order, and pass- 
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ed the night in reading, singing, 
and serious conversation. He had 
a fashionable coffin made, and a 
grave dug in common form. Ata 
stutable time they formed a proces- 
sion, and carried the corpse to the 
place, of interment. Just as they 
were about to set out for the grave, 
a white man, who was present, pro- 
posed that they should put the 
corpse into a cart. “No!” said 
M’Intosh, ** we shall not show such 
disrespect for the dead.” Four of 
them, therefore, carried the bier, 
moved fo the place with solemnity, 
performed the last offices of friend- 
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ship with a gravity becoming Chris- 
tians, and with minds penetrated 
with the expectation of a future 
resurrection, (a subject which had 
been canvassed amongst them) re- 
surned with composure to their for- 
mer employ. This was done with- 
out the aid or counsel of any but 
themselves. The Bible and their 
education have produced this ef- 
fect, and will soon give a regulation 
to the taste of the nation. The doc- 
trine of the resurrection has been 
often mentioned, in order to in- 
spire them with proper sgntiments 
in regard to the dead; and by ma, 
ny of the nations it is pretty well un- 
derstood. After a long conversa- 
tion with one of the principal chiefs, 
respecting death and the resurrec- 
tion, he paused in solemn silence 
for a while, and then with a signifi- 
cant smile, as if pleased with the 
discovery, ** Oh !”’ said he, “1 un- 
derstand it. It is just like a 
snake in the spring, which leaves 
its old skin and goes away new.” 
Their ideas are usually expressed 
by allusions to nature, as was prac- 
tised in the eastern world. There 
are very few doctrines but I 
can explain by the help of the in- 
terpreters I haye made in the 
school, who, by: reading in the Bi- 
ble, are familiar with the truths I 
wish to state. 

Sabbath, a week, I spent be- 
tween two and three hours in stating 
to a chief, the nature of the moral 
law, the ten commandments, and 
showed that they were equally bind- 
ing on all, red, white, and black— 
that the miseries of mankind arose 
from disobeying those precepts— 
that conscience was wounded, and 
the great Spirit was angry— 
that this was what made one people 
go to war with another, which they 


ought not to do, being all brothers— - 


that this was the cause why they 
removed from each other, became 
strangers to one another, and by it 
forgot their God—that many white 
people continued in that way, and 
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were called Jad—that those were 
the ones with whom they had been 
most acquainted—that some white 
people were ashamed of such con- 
duct, were sorry at their heart, and 
wished all others to become like 
themselves ; that to cure this diso- 
bedience and give pardon to the ef. 
fenders, the Son of the great Spirit, 
and like himself, had come to die in 
the room of those wicked children ; 
that he had given them his book (the 
Bible) to tell them what they had 
done, what he had undertaken and 
accomplished for them, and what 
they must do to live with him and 
his Father; that it was this good 
Being who had put it into the hearts 
ot the good people to send their 
money, and be interested for their 
children. This, and much more, 
being interpreted by one of the 
scholars, he exclaimed, * Oh! he 
must be a good Being, we must love 
him.” 

The Indians are so much in the 
spirit of agriculture, that they are 
clearing very considerable planta- 
tions of land, in convenient situations 
throughout the nation; and many 
of the best characters of them have 
invited decent white families to live 
with them as tenants, and assist 
them in acquiring the art of hus- 
bandry. ‘This, if prudently manag- 
ed, will cement the bonds of friend- 
ship between the red and white peo- 
ple ; diffuse the knowledge of the 
English language through the na- 
tion; increase a spirit of industry, 
and enhance the value of property. 
Many of these families are serjous 
professors of religion, and their ex- 
ample will establish the observance 
of the Sabbath, and some of the im- 
portant usages of Christianity ; and 
efface the pernicious influence of 
those base wretches who have 
sought for shelter from punishment 
in the nation. Is not the time of 
their salvation near at hand ? 

Iam, &c. 

GIDEON BLACKBURN. 
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Extracts from the Manuscript Four- 
nal of the Rev. Mr. Fohn Sergeant, 
Missionary to the Stockbridge In- 
dians in the vicinity of Oneida, from 


the Society for propagating Chris- 


tian Knowledge. 


Mr. Sergeant having returned 
from visiting his family at Stock- 
bridge, Massachusetts, to his Indian 
friends at New-Stockbridge, and 
having irformed them of “the en- 
couragement given by the Corpora- 
tion of Harvard College towards 
their school, (50 dollars per year) 
and also that the Society in Scot- 
land had agreed to support two 
school-masters among their breth- 
ren to the westward, &c. to this in- 
formation one of their chiefs made 
the following reply : 

‘* Father, we are very glad to see 


vou this evening, to smoke a pipe of 


friendship together. 

“We greatly rejoice to hear 
your voice again, and to be inform- 
ed that you have been well ever 
since you left us—that you had a 
prosperous journey—that your fam- 
ily‘is well—that through the merci- 
ful care of our God vou have been 
carried through so long a path. 
Father, we now thank you for what 
you have done for us. 

" & We desire to express our grat- 


itude to the chiefS at Boston who 


take care of poor Indians; that they 
have granied us sbme further as- 
sistance towards the support of our 
schools. We kindly accept the ad- 
vice from them sent by you, that 
we faithfully do our part in helping 
the school-master in his worldly 
business, sothat he may be enabled 
to keep constantly in his school ; and 
also that we supply the school with 
wood to keep the house warm. 
“We ereatly re joice to hear the 
sood news you have just teld us, 
that the good people over the wa- 
ter have in their great kindness en- 
gaged to send ‘and suppert two 
school-masters, te instruct the chil- 
ren. We hope to he 
another year that these 


ar before 
instruc- 


tors are gone, snd the good work 


begun.” 
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-An Account of a New Year's Visit. 
This being the first day of the 
year, an elderly woman invited all 
the members of the church, who 
were in town, to dine at her house. 
After we were all collected, she ad- 
dressed us in the following manner : 
“ My Christian friends, I am now 
old. Ido not expect to live but a 
little while longer. Considering my 
age, and often. infirmities, I had no 
reason to expect to see this new 
year. But since we are all alive 
this day, I was desirous to see you 
all together, that we might pray 
together, brighten our chain of 
friendship, and talk a few moments 
about the affairs of Christ’s king- 


dom, and the bounties of divine 
providence. Inow feel happy to see 
you.” 


After dinner (said Mr. Sergeant) 
we parted in love, exhorting all to — 
be more and more engaged in the 
service of our Lord and Master. 

What a happy new year’s visit ! 
What an excellent example for 
white Christians to imitate ! 


Tne Observations of a Woman at 
Mr. Sergeant’s House. 

This evening (saith he) a wouun, 
who had lately lost her husband, 
made me a visit, and said to me as 
follows 

“*T have been a poor lost sinner. 
I have done many things I ough 
not to have done. I have often 
deccived myself in the things of re- 
ligion. I find nothing but the pow- 
er of God able te overcome the 
pride of my heart. Lately, when 
in the wood, my mind was wholly 
taken up with the concerns of cter- 
nity. Many things appeared new 
and strange to me. I sce the great 
evil of sin, the vanity of ali things of 
this world, the plague of my own 

natural heart. I was led to put my 
entire trust in the sovereign mercy 
of God, through Jesus Christ. It is 
my earnest desire that all my friends 
and neighbours would reprove me 
whenever I get out of the way.” 


Observations of a Pagan Tuskarora 
Chief. 

Mr. Sergeant had been urging 

the necessity of a civilized life ; and 

concluded 
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concluded with saying, “ They must 
now set out in a new path, or they 
would be a ruined people.” The 
Pagan, being avery sensible, ob- 
serving man, said, ‘‘I see the ne- 
cessity of it; I feel 1 am a poor, 
weak creature. WhenI am in my 
hunting walks, I often cry to the 
great Spirit for his protection. Al- 
so when I am ealled to make a pub- 
lic speech, I look to the same Spir- 
it for wisdom. I see our bunting is 
almost gone ; we must try to follow 
the path of white people, whom 
God manifestly blesses. We are 
like children as to getting our living 
by labour. I hope if white people 
love us, they will help us, and teach 
us how to live.” 


Solemn Reflections on the Duty of 
Parents to Children. 

This evening, at a conference 
meeting, a man who had lately lost 
a child, by a long and lingering 
sickness, near the close of the meet- 
ing addressed us in the following 
manner : 

‘* My friends, I have heretofore 
supposed myself to be converted, 
and become a friend to Christ, but, 
on strict examination, had given up 
my hope. Lately I have sensibly 
felt the displeasure of my Maker, 
in the death of my late dear little 
son. I have now clear views of 
God’s almighty power; the right he 
has to deprive me of ajl my com- 
forts, whenever he sees fit. I have 
lately viewed God every where pre- 
sent, the sole proprietor of the 
world, and all things in it. Mysins 
came clearly into my view. I saw I 
was a poor, dependent sinner. The 
neglect of duty towards my children 
came particularly into my view. I 
thought if my departed child should 
be lost, and, at the great day of 
judgment, should say, ** My father, 
or my mother, you never warned 
me of sin; neither taught me the 
right way”’—If this should be the 
case, my mouth would be stopped ; 
I should have nothing to say. My 
friends, I wish you all to pray for 
' me, that I may be preserved from 
sin, and kept in the right way.” 


At a Conference Meeting, 


A young man spoke and said, 
** My friends, I feel my most wretched 
situation. I once thought it my duty 
to profess religion, but by my repeat- 
ed fails into sin, I fear I never had 
the true Knowledge of Christ. But 
still, I bless God I am continued to 
this time, and that it has pleased 
God to lay open my heart to me 
again, and renew my _ convic- 
tion.” 


Confession of a Female at a Church 


Meeting for the Sin of Intemper- 
ance. 


** Brethren (said she) I went last 
fall to Albany, with my sick daugh- 
ter, not allowing myself to taste a 
drop of liquor all the way, nor had I 
tasted any spirits for several years 
But falling into company with some 


. of my kindred, they urged me to 


drink with them. I drank, as I 
suppose, about,a gill, which over- 
set me. " WhenI came to myself, 
I thought much on my sin and 
fall. It happened on the Lord’s day. 
I thought I had committed an un- 
pardonable sin. I immediately asked 
the forgiveness of my companions— 
have never tasted any more from 
that time to this. I have frequent- 
ly humbled myself before the Lord 
for this my great sinand fall. Now 
I come to ask your forgiveness ; 
and, if you think me worthy, that 


you would again receive me into 
your charity.” 


Confession of an aged Woman. 


This morning an old woman came 
to see me, and said, “I have 
thought much of what I have heard 
from vou of late. I have long been 
a perfect Heathen in my heart :— 
never believed in the religion of 
Christ. I find my nature is decay- 
ing. I shall soon appear before my 
Judge. I greatly fear and tremble. 
I never made a prayer till about a 
week past. I have had a long 
struggle with my wicked heart. 
Now I think I love to pray. I am 
a poor miserable creature, not wor- 
thy of any favour.” 


Declaration 
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Declaration of a Tuscarora Woman 
under Conviction. 

Mr. Sergeant asked her how she 
now viewed the things of religion, 
the all-important concerns of her 
soul? 

“I view them (said she) after 
the same inanner I have heretofore 
done. I consider myself like a dog, 
dependent on his master for support. 
If God shows me any mercy, I shall 
rejvice ; if not, it is right I should 
be denied. But I will wait in the 
way of humility.” 


Sentimental Remaré of an aged Man. 

This evening attended a confer- 
ence meeting. An old man one of 
the professors, said, “I feel, by my 
old age, I must soon die. [ think 
1 feei the importance of being pre- 
pared; and, in order tor that im- 
portant change, I know I must be 
humble. I think I often feel like a 
little child,. and often humbie my- 
self before my Saviour.” Blessed 
temper! Whoso humbleth himself 
shall beexalted ! 


Observations made by a young Man 
at a Conference Meeting. 

“‘ My friends, it is now seven 
years since I was first awakened, 
and thought myself converted. But 
by frequently falling into sin, I find 
myself still a: stranger to true relig- 
ion, and. have continued ina stupid, 
forlorn condition. Of late, my mind 
has* been: afiected with my awful 
condition. The calls and invitations 
of the gospel appear to me to be 
persuasive and pressing. I find my- 
self without excuse. Lama wreteh- 
ed, undone sinner. Pray for me, 
my, dear friends. I find I can make 
no other prayer than what was made 
by the Publican, ** God be merciful 
fo me a sinner.” 


Declaration of a Female, in order to 
join the Church. . 
Ata church meeting, at which 
the wife of Ceusick, a Tuskarora 
woman, Was:examined at her desire 
to join our church, she being re- 
quested to manifest her mind, said, 
“T have long been attentive to re- 
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ligion. Some years since I thought 
I was converted; but soon found my 
soul indarkness. But, through the 
mercy of God, my mind of late has 
been delivered, and the difficulties 
removed. I now feel it my indis- 
pensable duty to take upon me the 
public profession of religion; and 
hope, by the grace of God, to be 
oble to live agreeably to this holy 
profession.” 


Immortality of the Sout. 

A conference meeting. —Question, 
** What evidence can we bring to 
convince a Heathen of the doctrine 
of the immortality of the soul ?” 
One answered, “ the best evidence 
was from God’s word, which plainly 
declared it.” Another answered, 
“that in this life the mind of man 
can never find complete satisfac- 
tion.” 


a ¢ cme 


Extract of «a Letter from a Friend be- 
longing to the northwest Congrega- 
tionat Society of North Yarmouth, 
dated 

March 3, 1808. 


“ Tue reformation in our socicty 
has, for two or three months, been 
on the decline. The attention to 
religion, however, is serious, and 
we have abundant reason to give 
thanks. 

** Since last June, fifty-eight per- 
sons. have been added to the 
church ; and five adults, and. fifty 
children, have been baptised. There 
are also several persons, who give 
considerable evidence of a good 
work begim in them, but who have 
not yet made a public profession. 
The church meets every Wednes- 
day evening to pray for the out-pour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit,, and for the 
increase of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom. Professors and others meet 
every Sabbath evening for a confer- 
ence on religion. On the Lord’s 
day the meeting-house is well filled. 
Our worthy pastor is unwearied in 
his labours of preaching, visiting, 
ke, 
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Congregational societies in this 
town. At Portland, also, a goodly 
number appear to have chosen the 
good part, and have of late made a 
public profession.” 

To the above extract, I would 
add, thatthe fifty-eight persons men- 
tioned, as lately added to the 
church, are a number large in pro- 
portion to the congregation, which 
eontains less than an hundred fami- 
lies, and a considerable number of 
individuals which belonged to the 
church before. It appears, therefore, 
that the gospel has had a remarka- 
ble course in the place. It may also 
be useful to state, that the congre- 
gation at large, and almost without 
exception, has been for several 
years speculatively orthodox in re- 
ligious sentiments ; that their chil- 
dren, in a good measure, have been 
brought up in the good old way of 
saying the Westminster Catechism 
to their parents, schoolmasters, and 
minister; and that these children 
principally are the happy subjects of 
the good work. 
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| 
Extract of a Letter from Foseph 
_ Merrill, missionary from the M. 
- M. Society; to his Father. 


VERNON, (N.y.) Fan. 5, 1808. 


Honoured Parent, 

‘*My labours have been some- 
what fatiguing, but my health and 
bodily strength have been equal to 
my day. 

** My situation is abundantly more 
pleasant than I expected. I could 
not be treated with more friendship 
and attention were I in my father’s 
house. Some with tears have re- 
quested, that if I should be sick, 
they might be my nurses, and their 
house my home without any ex- 
pense to me. Others have with 
op freedom offered me a supply 
of money, if I would make known 
my wants. 

‘In the remaining part of my mis- 
sion, I shall visit the churches and 


Happy Effects of Sunday Schools. 


‘‘ There is a religious attention, 
more than common, in the other 
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people where I have before travel- 
led, where, if any thing can be 
known by their parting tears, | shall 
be received cordially. 

‘‘ People are very... t¢ntive to 
preaching ; many appear solemn, and 
some devout and hungry Christians. 
I have preached 125 times, rode 
about 1500 miles, attended frequent 
conferences, and visited several 
schools, and many private families. 
I have now been twenty-six weeks 
on my mission.” 


"ee 


FOREIGN. 


HAPPY EFFECTS OF SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS IN NORTH WALES. 


Extract of a Letter from Rev. T. 
Charles, { Bala,) to a young Lady 
in London. 


“I sHovL_p prove myself un- 
faithfulto my promise to you, were 
I not to give you a little further ac- 
count of our children aud young 
people, and the happy progress they 
make in acquiring the most impor- 
tant of all knowledge, the know- 
ledge of the book of God. That 


the great God should condescend 


to give us a Book, I never think of 
now, of late, without astonishment 
and praise. I can say, I have real- 
ly seen the worth of it more than I 
ever did before, since I have been 
constantly in the habit of secing with 
what. eagerness and pleasure the 
poor children treasure an amazing 
quantity of it in their memories. 
Last month I visited many parts in 
all the six counties ; and it rejoiced 
me much to find that Sunday schools 
are now set up in most districts. 
The number of schools and of schol- 
ars in each is much increased this 
summer, beyond what they have 
been at any periéd before. Not 
only children and young persons, but 
many middle-aged, and some grey- 
headed, have not only learnt to 
read, but have learnt many chap- 
ters out within these six months 
In many districts all attend the 


schools, and are either teachers. or 
learners ; 
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learners; and the employment of 
the Sunday school is the principal 
topic of conversation through the 
week ; the number that attends our 
meetings sof catechising, to repeat 
chapters, and to be catechised, is 
often ‘so great that no chapel can 
contain them. In that case we hold 
our mectings in the open air, in the 
street, or on a common, or from the 
window of the chapel, and the chil- 
dren out of doors in the court. 
Hundreds of children from all parts 
attend these exercises with wonder- 
ful delight. Many will repeat chap- 
ters and make responses to almost 
any question properly asked them, 
with great seriousness and accura- 
cy, and loud enough for 2 or 3,000 
people to hear them distinctly. 
“These meetings are frequently 
very affecting seasons ; and the peo- 
ple flock together in great numbers, 
and with more pleasure to hear the 
children catechi8ed, than they do 
to hear:sermons. Frequently a dry 
eye is not to be seen, on these occa- 
sions, among many thousand people ; 
and sometimes the feelings of the 
poor children are so moved, that they 
can hardly make the response with- 
out subbing and tears. There are 
no bounds to their learning. One 
little girl twelve years old has learn- 
ed the whole book of Psalms out ; 
and has now made considerable pro- 
gress in learning the New Testa- 
ment. Many can repeat whole 
epistles, such as that to the Ephe- 
sians, to the Romans, the Hebrews, 
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&e. A great number can repeat 
from one'to a hundred and fifty chap- 
ters. Not only children, but grown 
people, learn the holy scriptures out 
and repeat them publicly on occa- 
sions. These public repetitions I 
find have a very beneficial effect to 
induce others to learn. To crown 
all, hundreds of our children are un- 
der serious concern about their 
souls and eternal things. In two 
districts in Anglesey, very nearly, 
if not quite all the children and 
young people meet together in re- 
ligious societies, to be conversed 
with about their souls. One thing 
more must finish my account; and 
that is, hitherto, it is a growing 
work; and wherever it generally 
prevails, great reformation of man- 
ners attends it, and great attention 
to allreligious ordinances. These, 
my dear young friend, are the pleas- 
ing accounts I have to give you of 
the Lord’s tender mercies to our 
poor dear children. Dear they are 
indeed ; beyond expression so! I 
reckon this one of the happiest years 
of my life! I feel what I never felt 
before in the same degree ; the joy 
of the salvation of others! If I 
should be spared another year, I 
look forward with great confidence 
for still greater things. It a glo- 
rious seed time: and why may I 
not look with assured confidence for 
a plentiful harvest ? Thanks be un- 
to God for his unspeakable gifts !” 
T. CHARLES. 
[Lon. Evan. Mag. 
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THE TARES AND WHEAT. knew, 


See in the outer church below, 
The tares and wheat together grow ; 
But Christ ere long will weed - the 
crop, 
And pluck the tares in anger up. 
The same we seem, while thus we 
meet, wheat ; 
Strangers might fancy all were 
But to the Saviour’s searching eyes, 
The tare appears without disguise. 


O how ’twill aggravate our case, 
To perish under n.°2ns of grace ; 








Nought will avail, how much we 
How long among the wheat we grew ! 


Spar’d are the tares for various ends, 
Some for the sake of praying friends ; 
Others the Lord against their will, 
Employs his counsels to fulfil. 


‘What though they rise both tall and 
strong, 
His plan will not require them long ; 
In harvest when he saves his own, 
The tares shallinto hell be thrown. 
S.E. 
f Ew. Int. 





